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MARRIAGE AND MONASTICISM

A SPIRITUAL
WORD FROM

ST. THEOPHAN THE 
RECLUSE

Woe to those who are rich, who are full, who laugh, 
and who are praised. But good shall come to those who 
endure every wrongful accusation, beating, robbery, 

to what people usually think and feel! 
The thoughts of God are as far from human thoughts 

as heaven is from the earth. How else could it be? 
We are in exile; and it is not remarkable for those 
in exile to be offended and insulted. We are under 
a penance; the penance consists of deprivations and 
labors. We are sick; and most useful for the sick are 
bitter medicines. The Savior Himself all of His life 

his life on the cross — why should his followers have 
a better lot? 

The Spirit of Christ is the spirit of preparedness to 
suffer and bear good-naturedly all that is sorrowful. 
Comfort, arrogance, splendor, and ease are all foreign 
to its searching and tastes. The model is the forty-year 
wandering of the Israelites in the desert. Who follows 
this path? Everyone who sees Canaan beyond the 
desert, boiling over with milk and honey. During his 
wandering he too receives manna, however not from 
the earth, but from heaven; not bodily, but spiritually. 
All the glory is within.

ADVICE FROM
ST. NEKTARIOS OF 

AEGINA
We have within us deeply rooted weaknesses, 

passions, and defects. This cannot all be cut out with 
one sharp motion, but patience, persistence, care and 
attention. The path leading to perfection is long. Pray 
to God so that he will strengthen you. Patiently accept 
your falls and, having stood up, immediately run to 
God, not remaining in that place where you have 
fallen. Do not despair if you keep falling into your 
old sins. Many of them are strong because they have 
received the force of habit. Only with the passage of 
time and with fervor will they be conquered. Don’t 
let anything deprive you of hope…

A Christian must be courteous to all. His words 
and deeds should breathe with the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, which abides in his soul, so that in this way 
he might glorify the name of God. He who regulates 
all of his speech also regulates all of his actions. He 
who keeps watch over the words he is about say also 
keeps watch over the deeds he intends to do, and he 
never goes out of the bounds of good and benevolent 
conduct. The graceful speech of a Christian is char-
acterized by delicateness and politeness. This fact, 
born of love, produces peace and joy. On the other 

competitiveness, disorder and wars…
Do not think that you have a right to complain 

desires in a manner that you do not know.  

values of monasticism: the monastic vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience – when understood, as they 
should be, in a positive manner as a way of enabling 
us to be free to love God and one another – are also 
applicable to the married life. 

And if asceticism and chastity are marks of the 
married life, then love is a mark of a true monk. If 
the monk abstains from marriage, this is not because 
the married state is sinful, but because he personally 
is called to express his love for God and humankind 
on a different level. Marriage and monasticism are the 
“two hands” of the Church, the two complementary 
expressions of one royal priesthood. Each needs the 
other, and in her mission, the Church uses both her 
hands together.

Bishop Kallistos of Diokleia
From stioannis.org/quotes-from-church-fathers/.

The two complement each other….Both are sac-
raments of love. … It is tempting to make a simple 
contrast: to say that asceticism and chastity are the 
characteristics of monasticism, and love the charac-
teristic of marriage. Yet the two states cannot be thus 
opposed. 

Married people, as well as monks, are called to the 
“narrow way” of ascetic life, to fasting and self-denial; 
if the monks are martyrs, then so also are the married, 
as the crowns and hymns and the Marriage Service 

love; yet, for both monks and married Christians, if 
the cross is voluntarily accepted, it proves a door to 
resurrection and new life. 

In the same way, chastity – understood in its proper 
sense of integrity and integration – is a quality not 
only of the single but also of the married life. In a 
sense, marriage includes within itself the characteristic 
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MOBILE MILLENNIALS: 4 REASONS
WHY YOUR CHURCH NEEDS AN APP

By Troy Pollock

pected to generate 46 percent of all U.S. income. So, 
not only are they at an age of being active contribu-
tors to society, they are a generous group that enjoy 
supporting organizations that align with their personal 
passions. According to last year’s charitable giving 
statistics, 84 percent of millennials gave to charity, 
donating an annual average of $481 per year. Beyond 
that, millennials value giving time as well. They are 
socially conscious and want to invest time in people 
and organizations that matter to them. Are you mak-

volunteer opportunities on their mobile devices? 

3: Millennials don’t carry cash or write checks
According to the recent 2019 Digital Giving 

have never written a check. And 38 percent of Ameri-
cans wouldn’t mind if cash disappeared completely. As 
your church leadership team evaluates opportunities 
and ways to increase generosity, consider the options 
you have in place for people to give. If you haven’t 
explored mobile giving, there’s a huge opportunity to 
not only add convenience for your congregants but for 

4: They literally give more, digitally 
On average, digital givers donate 33 percent more 

than non-digital givers. What’s more interesting is 
that those who give digitally donate 44 percent more 
often than non-digital givers. In essence, this ties 
into your recurring giving strategy. Do you have a 
system in place to help your community easily set up 
recurring gifts? Are they able to do that from their 
mobile devices? If not, your leadership team is in a 
great position to consider and evaluate which tools 
make the most sense for your community. 

So what does this mean? How should churches use 
this information? In short, it means that in order to 
maintain growth, your church must be ready to reach 
a diverse, tech-savvy, and curious generation. They 
want to give and contribute to a cause bigger than 
themselves. The question is, are you ready for them?

Written by Troy Pollock, Chief Ambassador at Push-
pay. Pushpay provides a donor management system, 

-
nizations and education providers.

Originally published by ChristianPost.com on 
August 1, 2019.

Technology has fundamentally changed the way 
we interact with each other, businesses, and the world 
around us. Access to information online is the expecta-
tion, and an e-commerce society has enabled consumers 
to purchase nearly anything with the single click of a 
button on their smartphones. Speed and convenience 
are priority. Baby boomers have learned to adapt, 
whereas millennials have never known otherwise. In 

living almost entirely on their smartphones. This is 
their norm. So when they’re looking to purchase from 
a brand, or engage with a community, they expect a 
level of simplicity and convenience. But wait, that 
doesn’t need to apply to their experience at church, 
right?

I know some people reading this are already think-
ing, “this doesn’t pertain to us, our church appeals 
to an older demographic.” Which is great! But the 
reality is, millennials currently make up nearly 26 
percent of the U.S. population. And they, known as 
Generation Y, are a tech-savvy, curious, generous, and 
socially-conscious generation. They are now leaders 

amount of time and money in the communities where 
they live and work. 

Whether your church currently targets the millen-
nial demographic or not, as you develop a strategy 
for long-term growth and engagement, you need the 
right tools and resources to remain relevant—not only 
for today’s generations, but beyond. But don’t take 
my word for it, let’s dive in and let the data tell the 
story. Here are the top four reasons why your church 
needs an app.

1: They read the Word, online 
We all know that there’s been a shift to online 

church and that churches across the nation are trying 

communities to spread the Word of God beyond just 
their Sunday service. A recent Barna study found that 
seven out of 10 of practicing Christian Millennials 

one-third of all Millennials said they read Scripture 
on a phone or online. So, how are you serving up 
content and scripture for your community? Wouldn’t it 
be great if their go-to resource was your church app? 

2: Millennials are generous 
As a generation, millennials will reach their peak 

earning age around 2020, and by 2025 they are ex-
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THE CORRECT ICON OF THE NATIVITY
OF OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOR 

JESUS CHRIST
The birth of the savior and redeemer of mankind 

was foretold through the ages of human history by 
God who through his prophets foretold this event in 
various times and places (Isaiah 7:14ff). We are aware 
of this prophecy of the virgin birth and the uniqueness 
of the virgin woman who would, through the Holy 
Spirit, give birth to a son whose name is Immanuel, 
“God with us.” This birth is “virgin,” and thus there 
is no role for a human father in the conception of the 
savior-redeemer.

Orthodox Christian iconography, to be “orthodox,” 

of God in picture: written-picture. Any deviation from 
Holy Scripture in Christian iconography is deviation 
from Truth. Therefore, iconographers, clergy and 
faithful must be diligent as to how the nativity/birth 
of our Savior is depicted in iconography. 

There is a recent novel presentation of the nativity 
of Jesus Christ which is misleading, and that is the 
idea of “The Holy Family.” This misleading and false 
representation has become prevalent in various Chris-
tian denominations, the Roman Catholic community 
in particular. The “Holy Family” is shown in picture, 
sculpture, mistaken statements; and some parishes are 
named for this “feast.”

This “Holy Family” portrays the infant or young 
child Jesus, the Virgin Mother and including Joseph 
as part of a “Trilogy.” The child is usually depicted 
as held by both “parents” as though the child has a 
physical mother and a physical father. It may show 
Joseph protecting the other two with his arms. This 
representation insinuates into the minds of the viewer 
that this is a family of child, mother and father, Joseph 
being the “father,” it is in fact a “holy” family.

Some “orthodox” iconographers have “borrowed” 
this concept of “Holy Family,” even though they use 
typical Orthodox-style painting. They have moved 
Joseph from his lone position below to being “pro-
tectively” next to the Mother and Child. This novel, 
“orthodox Holy Family,” is not authentic and is to 
be avoided. 

Traditionally and authentically shown below the 
cave, wondering at how a virgin birth has come to 
be, although faithful to God’s archangel, Joseph the 
Righteous has accepted what he was told (Matthew 

Egypt (Matthew 2:13). He knows that he is not the 
father of the child in the manger. He is never depicted 
together with the Child and Mother, precisely so as 

to not seem to allude that he, “Joseph the Righteous” 
is the physical father of Jesus.

Traditional Orthodox iconography shows the Virgin 
alone with the Christ child in a cave scene. Joseph 
is depicted below in a position of doubt and wonder 
at this virgin birth. This is based on Saint Luke’s 
Gospel, whose testimony is without doubt, from the 
Virgin Mother, Mary, the Mother of God whom we 
call, Theotokos, Nascatoarea de Dumnezeu, Bogorod-
ita or other translations of the title identifying her 
unique act of giving birth to the savior-redeemer by 
the overshadowing by the Holy Spirit, God.

Orthodox iconography is based on Holy Scripture; 
Orthodox hymnography is based on Holy Scripture. 
Following are some phrases from some of the most 
familiar statements and hymns concerning the Savior 
Jesus Christ and his Mother.

From the Divine Liturgy, the hymn “Only Begotten 
Son”:  “Only Begotten Son and Word of God…deigned 
for our salvation to become incarnate of the holy 
Birthgiver of God and ever-virgin Mary, who without 
change became man…You that are one of the Holy 
Trinity…”. The Prayer before the Cherubic Hymn: “…
because of your inexpressible and immeasurable love 
for mankind, without change and without alteration, 
you became man and made yourself our high priest…”; 
and from the Creed: “Who for us and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy 

In 
the “Prayer of the Hymn of Triumph,” we address God 
the Father, saying: “You loved your world so much 
that you gave your Only-begotten Son…” and before 
receiving the Holy Body and Blood, we confess: “I 

Cont. on page 9
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2019 ANNUAL EPISCOPATE CONGRESS: 
REAFFIRMS THE PRESENT & 

CONSOLIDATES THE FUTURE WITH THE 
ELECTION OF AN AUXILIARY BISHOP

On the weekend of August 30 - September 1, 2019, the 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America’s Cathedral 

the epicenter of an ecclesiastic event with reverberation 
in our entire Episcopate: the Annual Congress of our 
diocese, celebrating 90 years since its establishment 
in 1929. The event stood under the umbrella of two 
purposes: one, of administrative nature and the other to 
elect a Vicar Bishop. This international assembly truly 
made history, not only on account of its importance, 
but also due to its excellent organization and hosting. 

Episcopate Council Meeting
Great end-of-August Midwest-weather and the 

warmth of the hosts created the perfect climate for 
more than 211 representatives of the parishes, monas-
teries, missions and organizations of our Episcopate, 
to make historic decisions. They came from Canada 
and from all over the United States. The Westin Hotel 
started buzzing with Romanian-Americans and Ro-
manian-Canadians beginning on Thursday evening, 
when clergy and members of the Episcopate Council 
arrived. A preparatory Council meeting was held 
here and presided over by His Eminence, Archbishop 
NATHANIEL.

Clergy Conference / Meeting
The sessions of the “Congress” (this is how the 

were preceded by the clergy meeting. Priests, deacons 
and monastics, over 100 of the potential 156, attended. 
The new clergy were introduced, and administrative 
matters were discussed in a fraternal spirit. New ma-
tricula record books were made available as well as 

several other materials needed in our daily parish life. 

Congress Sessions
The annual administrative Congress began on Friday 

afternoon, right after a delicious lunch prepared with 
talent by the ladies of the parish. After the Te-Deum 
(Thanksgiving Service), in the spacious but full parish 
hall, His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel offered his 
inaugural speech. In his message, Archbishop Nathaniel 
informed the delegates that, in the last 35 years, our 
Episcopate has doubled in size, and it now has a total 
of 69 parishes in the USA and 33 in Canada. He gave 
an overview of the history of the Episcopate, show-
ing that this is the historical Episcopate, established 
in 1929, but separated from the Church of Romania 
in 1947, due to the menace of communism. He em-
phasized that faith in the Resurrection of Christ, not 
Church politics, is what keeps us together. Alluding 
to the legal expenses the Episcopate is having, that 
are caused by some centrifugal tendencies, he stated: 
“We are what we are, and we must defend us”. In 
conclusion, he welcomed and thanked the delegates 
for their effort to attend. He also thanked all those 
who serve the Church, for their service. Recognizing 
the 39 years of the episcopal service of our hierarch, 
both clergy and lay delegates sang “Many Years” to 
their beloved Hierarch.

The Congress examined the reports and spent a 
great deal of time in discussions, especially regarding 

an external audit, done by Lally Group, CPA. Due to 
the need to hire a new manager for the Department of 
Publications, the delegates unanimously approved the 

Clergy participating in the Clergy Conference before the 2019 Episcopate Congress, pictured with His Eminence, Archbishop 
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increase of the parish membership dues with $10 per 
capita, effective January 2020, to create the respective 
salary.  The Congress took note also of the progress 
of the  project, that is intended to 
restore and preserve the historical buildings of the 
Residence and Grey Tower of our -

 The administrative Congress was spread into two 
sessions, held both on Friday afternoon and Saturday 
morning/afternoon. The new Episcopate Council and 
Church Tribunal were also elected and sworn in.  

Electoral Session
The most notable part of this Congress was the 

electoral session, assembled to elect – according to 
our Episcopate By Laws - a Vicar Bishop. The number 
of the delegates who came was truly impressive: 211 
-- the largest number of delegates ever assembled. 
The candidate, the Rev. Father Dan Hoarste, a Doc-

in Rome, was elected with great enthusiasm. Father 
Dan is already known to our readers from the pages 
of our Solia, having served as Administrative Vicar 
for Canada and in the Department of Education. After 
the counting of the ballots, with holy emotion, the 
newly-elected was brought into the Cathedral by the 

secretary of the Episcopate Council, Protopresbyter 
Laurence Lazar. He spoke and expressed gratitude to 
His Eminence NATHANIEL and those who elected 
him to the service of the Church, and he verbalized 
his hope in our continuous, present and future sup-
port. Though vetted by the Synod of Bishops of the 
Orthodox Church in America, the newly-proposed is 
yet to be canonically elected by the Holy Synod, in 
November. His ordination will then be scheduled and 
announced. 

Services & Commemorative Bell
The liturgical services were held, in rotation, by our 

clergy. The Cathedral Choir conducted by Subdeacon 
John Lazar was dynamic and harmonious. Likewise, 
the hospitality provided by the parishioners of Saint 
George Cathedral, shepherded by Protopresbyter Lau-
rence Lazar, was outstanding.  The Sunday Hierarchal 
Divine Liturgy was celebrated by our Archpastor, His 
Eminence Archbishop NATHANIEL, assisted by the 
new bishop-elect, the Reverend Deans and over 50 
clergy. At the end of the service, a beautiful, large 
bronze church bell, donated to the Episcopate by Liviu 
and Aurelia Costin of Humble, Texas, was blessed. The 

Delegates in Session

Rev. Dr. Dan Hoarste with Archbishop Nathaniel addressing 
the assembled delegates following the Electoral Session.

Archbishop Nathaniel blesses the 90th Anniversary Bell fol-
lowing the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

Cont. on page 12
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HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE

ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL

Monastery. Holy Week Services.
-

dral. Pascha. Matins and Hierarchal Liturgy of the 
Resurrection. 

April 28. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Afternoon: Agape Vespers.

April 29-30. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Paschal Matins. Hours. Hierarchal Divine 
Liturgy for Bright Monday & Bright Tuesday.

May 4-5. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for 2nd 
Pilgrimage. Evening: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy for Thomas Sunday.

 Holy 
Synod Meeting.

May 11. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service for 
Archimandrite Roman Braga. 

May 11-12. Alliance, OH. St. Nicholas. Saturday 
Evening: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine 
Liturgy. Ordination of Deacon George Cautis into 
the Holy Priesthood for Annunciation Parish, Walker, 
MI. Banquet.

 
Vespers. Saturday: Consecration of the new church. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet. Sunday: Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy. 25th Anniversary of the Parish.

May 21. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Feast of Sts. Constantine 
& Helen.

 Vespers. Saturday: Consecration of the 
church. 10th Anniversary. Banquet. Sunday: Toronto, 
ON. St. John. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 
20th Anniversary.

May 29-30. Toronto, ON. Greek Orthodox Me-
tropolis. Assembly of Bishops of Canada.

May 31-June 2. Durham, NC. St. Basil. Saturday: 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Laying of Cornerstone. 
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 10th 
Anniversary.

 Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Feast of Ascension 
of the Lord.

National ARFORA Board Meeting. 
Saturday: National ARFORA Congress. Evening: 
Memorial Service. Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal 
Divine Liturgy.

June 10-13. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-

astery. Holy Synod Retreat. 
-

urday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Ordination of Florin 
Iftode into the Holy Diaconate. Sunday: Hierarchal 
Divine Liturgy for feast of Pentecost. Ordination of 
Deacon Florin Iftode into the Holy Priesthood for St. 
Anne, Pomona, CA. Banquet for 80th Anniversary.

Hierarchal 
Divine Liturgy for Holy Trinity day.

Monastery. Monday evening: Vespers. Tuesday: 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

June 22. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas-
tery. Great Vespers.

June 23. Walker, MI. Annunciation. Hierarchal 
Divine Liturgy. Blessing of Fr. George Cautis to hear 
confessions.

June 24. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of Nativity 
of St John the Baptizer.

June 29. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast day of 
Apostles Peter & Paul.

June 30. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter & 
Paul. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for Parish 
patronal feast day.

July 2-23. Trip to Western Canada. Thursday, 
July 4: Winnipeg, MB. Pastoral visits. Saturday, July 

MB. Blessing of graves. Evening: Shell Valley, MB. 
St. John. Great Vespers. 
MB. St. John. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Blessing 
of Memorial Stone for 100th Anniversary. Memorial 
Service. Banquet. Evening: Canora, SK. Sts. Peter 
& Paul. Blessing of graves. 
Qu’Appelle, SK. Visit to Vicariate of Canada Center 
and Pastoral visits.  
Blessing of graves. Wednesday, July 10: Regina, SK. 
Pastoral visits. July 11-23. Calgary, SK. St. Mary. 
Sunday, July 14: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Lunch. 
Saturday, July 20: Great Vespers. Agape. Sunday, 
July 21: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 50th 
Anniversary.

 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Picnic. Camp Vatra students 
and staff visit.

August 3-4. Ellwood City, PA. St. Elias. Saturday: 
Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 
Luncheon for 105th Anniversary.

Monastery. Monday: Vigil for patronal feast. Tues-
day: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Holy Unction. Pastoral 
Visit to nuns.

August 10. Grass Lake, MI. Chancery. Work in 
Museum.

August 11. Royal Oak, MI. St. Theodora of Sihla. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet. Afternoon: Visit 
to Gheorghe Carstea in hospital.
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 Visit to ROCOR Old 
Cathedral and New Cathedral (relics). Visit to home 
of St. John of San Francisco (Shanghai). Evening: 
Hayward, CA. Holy Resurrection. Great Vespers. 
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Blessing of Ico-
nostasis. Banquet. Afternoon: San Jose, CA. Holy 
Cross. Paraclesis. Dinner.

-
dova. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

George Cathedral. Annual Episcopate Congress. 
Thursday: Episcopate Council Meeting at hotel. -
day morning: Clergy Conference.  
Congress Session I. Evening: Vespers. Saturday: 
Congress Session II. Special Electoral Session. Af-
ternoon: Congress Session III. Evening: Memorial 
Service. Great Vespers. Sunday: Procession. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy. Blessing of 90th Anniversary bell. 
Closing Banquet & Program.

-
nian Cathedral. Wednesday: Memorial Service for 
Archbishop Nikon. Thursday: Funeral Service for 
Archbishop Nikon concelebrated with Metropolitan 
Tikhon, Archbishops Benjamin, Michael & Alexander 
and Bishop Paul.  Funeral Liturgy for Arch-
bishop Nikon.

Monastery. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 
Blessing of Iconography. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine 
Liturgy. Funeral Service for Maxine Helen Konkle.

September 9. Detroit, MI. Holy Sepulchre Cem-
etery. Burial and Interment of Archbishop Nikon.

September 10. Albion, MI. Interment of Maxine 
Helen Konkle.

-
day: Great Vespers for feast of Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. After-
noon: Great Vespers with clergy of Central Deanery. 
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 65th 
Anniversary.

-
day: Program with Church School children. Evening: 
Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 
Banquet for 80th Anniversary.

 
Funeral Services for Elizabeth Regule.

September 28-29. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary 
Cathedral. Saturday evening: Great Vespers. Sun-
day: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 115th 
Anniversary.

believe, O Lord, and I confess that you are truly the 
Christ, the Son of the living God who came into the 
world to save sinners…”.

The worship service of the Church is full of these 
references to Christ as both eternal with the Father, 
and with us in time through his birth of the Virgin 
mother. The following are from the Vesper service and 
may be found replete in the Matins service as well. 

“Being God, you gloriously rose from the tomb…” 
(Tone 1, Kontak).  “Let us faithful, praise and worship 
the Word, coeternal with the Father and the Spirit; 

 (Tone 
5, Tropar). “Come let us worship God the Word, who 
was born of the Father before all ages, and who took 

 (Tone 2, Stichera 1). The 
Dogmatikon of Tone 2: “…so as virgin you gave birth 
and virgin you remained.”  “Let us praise the savior 

 (Vespers, Tone 
3, Stichera 5); and another,  “O most honorable one, 
how can we not wonder at your giving birth to him 
that is God and man. For you had no relationship 
with man, and you remained ever-virgin; and you 

who without a mother was born of the Father before 
all ages. (Tone 3, Dogmatikon).

There can be no confusion in our beliefs, and the 
Virgin birth is one of the most basic. In bringing this to 
attention, it is for our salvation to know what is truly 
“Orthodox,” and what can be a subtle warping of the 
faith. We make the sign of the cross in the name of 
the Triune God, always remembering that the “Son” 
is from the Father and born of the virgin of Nazareth, 
Mother of Jesus, Mother of God.

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop

The Correct Icon ... Cont. from page 5

SAYINGS OF
ST. JOHN 

CHRYSOSTOM
Since it is likely that, being men, they would sin 

every day, St. Paul consoles his hearers by saying 
“renew yourselves” from day to day. This is what we 
do with houses: we keep constantly repairing them 
as they wear old. You should do the same thing to 
yourself. Have you sinned today? Have you made your 
soul old? Do not despair, do not despond, but renew 
your soul by repentance, and tears, and Confession, 
and by doing good things. And never cease doing this.

Be ashamed when you sin, but not when you repent.
Happiness can only be achieved by looking inward 

and learning to enjoy whatever life has and this re-
quires transforming greed into gratitude.
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EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS
Valerie Papenheim, Venice, FL ............................... $50.00

GENERAL DONATIONS
M/M Joseph Bologa, North Canton, OH ........... $3,000.00

Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA ...................... $2,300.00
 (Hierarch Travel Expenses) 
St Dimitrie, Easton, CT ..................................... $1,250.00
 (Hierarch Travel Expenses) 
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA ............................... $1,000.00
 (ACE Fund)
Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA ...................... $1,000.00
 (55th Parish Anniversary)
Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA ...................... $1,000.00
 (Blessing of Iconostasis) 
Presentation Ladies Auxiliary, Fairlawn, OH .... $1,000.00
 (ARFORA House Shower Stalls)
Psa Martha MacLellan, Winnipeg, MB ............. $1,000.00
St Dumitru, New York, NY ............................... $1,000.00
 (Hierarch Travel Expenses) 
St John the Baptist, Shell Valley, MB .................. $976.73
 (Hierarch Travel Expenses)
St George, Toronto, ON ........................................ $716.10
 (Hierarch Travel Expenses)
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL ................................... $500.00
 (Hierarch Travel Expenses)
Alexa & Florica Mindea, Morton Grove, IL......... $500.00
 (A.C.E. Fund)
Nick Savliuk, Calgary, AB ................................... $400.00
 (Hierarch Travel Expenses) 
St Elias, Anjou, QC .............................................. $359.20
 (Hierarch Travel Expenses) 
St Andrew, Laval, QC ........................................... $215.52
 (Hierarch Travel Expenses) 
Steve & Katherine Miroy, Stafford, VA ................ $100.00

2019 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL .............................. $17,450.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI ............ $9,000.00
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC .......................... $1,350.00

VATRA GENERATIONS
Anonymous ........................................................ $5,000.00
Holy Dormition Monastery,
 Rives Junction, MI ........................................ $5,000.00
Georgia Marinkov Omorean,
 Little Canada, MN ........................................ $1,000.00
 (IMO Ann M Marinkov) 
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA ............................... $1,000.00
Society Farsarotul, Trumbull, CT ...................... $1,000.00
St Mary Magdalene, Houston, TX ..................... $1,000.00
Tonna Charitable Trust, Worcester, MA ............. $1,000.00
Radu & Rachel Chebeleu, North Wales, PA ......... $500.00
Victor Dan & Lola Costache, Naples, FL ............. $500.00
Stephen Grabowski, Fairlawn, OH ....................... $500.00
Tatiana Obada, Chicago, IL .................................. $500.00
Marian & Aurelia Sarbu, Reseda, CA ................... $500.00
Rev Fr & Psa Michael Ungrin, Narol, MB ........... $500.00
Owens, Schine & Nicola PC, Trumbull, CT ......... $250.00

 ............... $200.00

Gabriel & Maria Tanase, Cupertino, CA .............. $200.00
 .......... $150.00

Dante Sacui .......................................................... $116.76
Adelina & Marius Balog, Elmhurst, IL ................ $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Ioan Cozma, New York, NY ...... $100.00
Stefan & Vasilica Gurgu, Las Vegas, NV ............. $100.00
Jonel & Cecelia Maiogan, Arlington Hts, IL ........ $100.00

...... $100.00
Radu & Ana Radu, Woonsocket, RI ..................... $100.00
Thrisia Pana, Regina, SK...................................... $100.00
 (IMO John & Mary Pana)
Rev Fr Aurel Petrescu, Arlington, VA .................. $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Gabriel Popa, Colleyville, TX ... $100.00
John & Lucy Pop, Northbrook, IL ........................ $100.00
Maria Risca, Oakland Twp, MI ............................ $100.00

 ............. $100.00
Ion Alin Toader, Quebec City, QC .......................... $96.00
Hristu & & Violeta Sunda, Bronx, NY ................... $50.00
Manuela Cruga, Waterford, MI ............................... $30.00
Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MI .............................. $25.00
 (IHO Sheryl Precop’s Birthday)
George & Audrey Fatsy, Trumbull, CT .................. $20.00
Anonymous ............................................................... $8.00
Jeffrey Gillen ............................................................ $5.00

90TH

Rev Fr & Psa Ion Stefan, Pittsburgh, PA ........... $1,000.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN ......... $250.00
Rev Dn Wayne & Lenora Wright,
 Uniontown, OH .................................................. $90.00
M/M Valer Pufescu, Naples, FL ............................. $50.00

SENIOR CAMP VATRA CLOSING BANQUET
 ....... $1,000.00

M/M Radu Chebeleu & Family,
 North Wales, PA ............................................... $200.00
Mark Vincent, Birmingham, MI ........................... $200.00
Mark P Makara-Czesnakowicz,
 Grass Lake Twp, MI......................................... $140.00
Gary & Anna Devine, Plymouth, MI .................... $100.00
Patricia Long, Akron, OH ....................................... $75.00
Ioan & Cristina Irimie, Canton, MI ........................ $60.00
Viorel & Elena Oancea, Parma Hts, MI ................. $60.00
Natalia Durlesteanu, Cleveland, OH ....................... $50.00
Mariana Toth, Philadelphia, PA .............................. $40.00
Ioan & Elena Fulea, Morton Grove, IL .................. $35.00
Dorin Cioc, Morton Grove, IL ................................ $20.00
Pearl Jonascu, Westland, MI ................................... $20.00

JUNIOR CAMP VATRA CLOSING BANQUET
Ioana Lutai, Vienna, VA ....................................... $400.00
Andre Galea, Chicago, IL ..................................... $200.00
Rachel & Radu Chebeleu, New Wales, PA ........... $150.00
Daniel Uta, Chicago, IL ........................................ $150.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Remus Grama, Cleveland, OH ... $120.00
Archbishop Nathaniel Popp,
 Grass Lake Twp, MI......................................... $100.00
Radu & Adriana Comsa, Plymouth, MI ................ $100.00
Cotofrea Family, Morton Grove, IL ...................... $100.00
Natalia Durlesteanu, Cleveland, OH ..................... $100.00
Ileana Muntean, Parma Heights, OH .................... $100.00
Irina Nedeljkovic, Des Plaines, IL ........................ $100.00
Ioan Petca, Chicago, IL ........................................ $100.00
Gabriela Plesa, Blue Bell, PA ............................... $100.00
Elena Oancea, Parma Heights, OH ......................... $60.00



SOLIA JUL-SEPT 2019  11PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA

Constantin Pomirleanu, Parma, OH ........................ $60.00
Anonymous ............................................................. $40.00
Aurel Ciuta ............................................................. $40.00
Daniel & Stela Mimis, Strongsville, OH ................ $35.00
Toader-Costisor Families ........................................ $21.00

2019 EPISCOPATE CONGRESS BANQUET 
Dr Gheorghe Marinescu, Rochester Hills, MI ... $2,000.00
Dr George Predeteanu ........................................... $500.00

(IMO Dr Constantin Predeteanu)
 .......... $500.00

(IMO Dr Constantin Predeteanu)
Simion & Carmen Coca, Pittsburgh, PA ............... $300.00
V Rev Fr Ian & Psa Mary Lynn Pac-Urar,
 Fairlawn, OH .................................................... $300.00
V Rev Fr Ioan Catana, Kirkland, WA ................... $300.00
St John, Kitchener, ON ................................ $275.00 (CF)
Cornel & Sharon Ivascu, Franklin, MI ................. $250.00

Ellwood City, PA .............................................. $250.00
Buna Vestire Cathedral, Montreal, QC ................. $217.08
Radu & Rachel Chebeleu, New Wales, PA ........... $200.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Remus Grama, Cleveland, OH ... $200.00
Joe & Donna Bucciarelli, Livonia, MI ................. $200.00
V Rev Fr Chesarie & Justin Bertea,
 Glendale, NY .................................................... $200.00
Rev Fr Aurel Petrescu, Arlington, VA .................. $200.00
Anonymous (Canadian Currencies)  .................... $158.66
Jonel Maiogan, Des Plaines, IL ............................ $150.00
George Cantor, Cleveland, OH ............................. $150.00
M/M John Pop Jr, Northbrook, IL ........................ $150.00
St Dumitru, New York, NY .................................. $150.00
Stephen Grabowski, Fairlawn, OH ....................... $150.00
Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MI ............................ $100.00
Anonymous ........................................................... $100.00
Nick & Marie Avramaut, Middleburg Hts, OH..... $100.00
Rev Fr Horatiu & Psa Mihaela Balanean,

Dearborn Heights, MI ...................................... $100.00
Adelina & Marius Balog, Elmhurst, IL ................ $100.00
V Rev Fr Ioan Bunea, Toronto, ON...................... $100.00
Bogdan & Ana Capatina-Rata, Livonia, MI ......... $100.00
Neculai & Maria Chindea, West Orange, NJ ........ $100.00

 ....... $100.00
Victor Dan Costache, Naples, FL ......................... $100.00
Silvia Costea, Northville, MI ................................ $100.00
Mark P Makara-Czesnakowicz, Grass Lake, MI ... $100.00
Gary & Anne Devine, Plymouth, MI .................... $100.00
Mary K Stanesa, Dearborn, MI ............................ $100.00
V Rev Fr Romey & Psa Mary Ellen Rosco,

Dearborn Hts, MI ............................................. $100.00
Angela Voiculescu, Brunswick, OH ...................... $100.00
Emma R Pop, Highland Park, MI ......................... $100.00
Dorian Ladan, Glenview, IL ................................. $100.00
Rev Fr & Psa Florin Lapustea, San Jose CA ........ $100.00
V Rev Fr Nicolae Lapuste,
 North Vancouver, BC ....................................... $100.00
Vasile Lazar, Youngstown, OH ............................. $100.00
Rev Fr Ioan Lupescu, Chicago, IL ....................... $100.00
V Rev Fr Onisie & Psa Anca Morar,
 Woonsocket, RI ................................................ $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Dimitrie Musta,
 Ridgewood, NY ................................................ $100.00
Georgia Marinkov Omorean,

Little Canada, MN ........................................... $100.00

M/M Valer Pufescu, Naples, FL ........................... $100.00
Stefan Russu, Kitchener, ON ................................ $100.00
Petru Sarca, Peachtree City, NY ........................... $100.00
Rev Fr Stefan Stoleru, Jacksonville, FL ............... $100.00
V Rev Fr George Ursache, Niles, IL .................... $100.00
St John of Suceava, Manchester, NH ................... $100.00
St Mary, Chelsea, MA .......................................... $100.00
Maria & John Tapalaga, Glen Head, NY .............. $100.00 
Richard Grabowski, Jackson, MI ............................ $90.00

 .......................... $90.00
Joe & Jessica Wise, Rocky River, OH .................... $90.00
Betty Ciocanea, Cleveland, OH .............................. $90.00
Rev Fr Florin Bica, Strongsville, OH ..................... $90.00
Rev Fr & Psa Cosmin Vint, Ft Qu’Appelle, SK ..... $72.36
Anonymous ............................................................. $60.00
Constantin Dobrita, Farmington, CT ...................... $60.00
V Rev Fr John Schmidt, Ellwood City, PA ............. $60.00
Mircea Munte Family ............................................. $60.00

 ......................... $50.00 (CF)
Ursula Emmons, Sterling Hts, MI .......................... $50.00

 ........................... $50.00
Elena Dan, Sterling Hts, MI ................................... $50.00
Liliana Bruckner, Rocky River, OH ....................... $50.00
Dr Elizabeth Gheordunescu, Livonia, MI ............... $50.00
M/M Radu Comsa, Plymouth, MI .......................... $50.00
Roxana Florescu, Farmington Hills, MI ................. $50.00
Peter & Anita Coloja, Royal Oak, MI .................... $50.00
Costica Samoila, Troy, MI ...................................... $50.00
Viorel & Valeria Ghindea ....................................... $50.00
M/M Petru Tamas, Howell, MI ............................... $50.00
Ana Huluta, Strongsville, OH ................................. $50.00

 ................... $50.00
Dennis Berent, Livonia, MI .................................... $45.00
Marcella Bourean, Warren, MI ............................... $45.00
M/M Viorel Chivu, Westland, MI ........................... $40.00
Rev Dn Wayne Paul & Lenora Wright,
 Uniontown, OH .................................................. $40.00
Ovidiu & Maria Popa, Livonia, MI ........................ $40.00
Dumitru & Maria Iures, Boardman, OH ................. $40.00
Ioan Firejan ............................................................ $40.00
Cristian Perijanu, Wixom, MI ................................. $40.00
Julien Solomon ....................................................... $40.00
George & Carmen Placinta ..................................... $40.00
Paina Family, Dearborn Heights, MI ...................... $40.00
Anonymous ............................................................. $40.00
Cristian Mates, Thornhill ON ................................. $40.00
Florin Farca ............................................................ $40.00 
M/M Octavian Maior, Troy, MI .............................. $35.00
Maria Munteanu, Grass Lake, MI ........................... $35.00
Dan Lascu, Farmington Hills, MI ........................... $30.00
Olga Leskiwskyi, Lathrup Village, MI ................... $30.00
Dorina Riscutta, N Olmsted, OH ............................ $30.00
Anonymous.................................. .......................... $30.00
Duma Family .......................................................... $30.00
Nick & Gloria Placinta, Livonia, MI ...................... $30.00
Jessica & Scott Hendricks, Jackson, MI ................. $30.00
Maria Lupu ............................................................. $30.00
Anonymous ............................................................. $30.00
Dr Maria Corondan, St Clair Shores, MI ............... $25.00
Maria Mocanu, Cleveland, OH ............................... $25.00
Neculai Ghindea, West Orange, NJ ........................ $25.00
M/M Ioan Haba, Vaughn, ON ................................. $20.00

Cont. on page 16
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bell was manufactured in Maramures, Romania, by the 
Blotor Bell Company, to honor the 90th Anniversary 
of the Episcopate. It will be installed on a future bell 
tower, yet to be raised, at 

Closing Banquet
Following the Hierarchal Liturgy, an elegant din-

ner was attended by hundreds of faithful, who came 
from “far off and near” (Ephesians 2:17). An enlarged 

Episcopate (1929), that was displayed as a backdrop 

celebration, that was saluted by all the speakers of 
the day. In everyone’s applause, the new Vicar Bish-
op-Elect, Father Dan Hoarste, was introduced, and 
he addressed the audience in both the English and 
Romanian languages, thanking all the delegates for 
their trust in him.

Commemorative Album
On the occasion of the 90th Anniversary, the delegates 

Archbishop Nathaniel is surrounded by clergy and monastics following the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy on Sunday.

received a copy of the commemorative album, enti-
tled The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America, 
1929-2019, that includes all the parishes and clergy 
of the Episcopate, as well as a history written by the 
Most Rev. Archbishop NATHANIEL. While it still is 
available, the album may be obtained, for a free will 
donation, from ROEA, PO Box 309, Grass Lake, MI 
49240-0185. 

At the close of the festive dinner, the delegates 
returned to their own parishes, bearing with them the 
blessings of this Congress, which will remain in their 
and our hearts as a memorable event in the life of the 

us, together, give thanks to God for all; let us thank 
our Hierarch and Vatra staff for their good works, 
and let us pray for the growth of our Episcopate and 
Orthodoxy in America!

 
Dean of Great Lakes Deanery 

St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, Ohio

Closing Banquet

Episcopate Congress Cont. from page 7
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 2019
SCHOLARSHIP ($1,500)

This scholarship is awarded to undergraduate college 
students of Romanian origin. In addition to all the 
required documents, each applicant writes an essay on 
the topic: “How my Romanian Heritage Helps Make 
Me a Better American.”

Josiah J. Goga is a recip-
ient of the Goldy Scholarship 
for 2019. Josiah graduated 
from Saline High School, Sa-
line, Michigan, in the top 5% 
of his class of 442 students 
with a 4.23 GPA. He also 
scored in the 99th percentile 
with his results on the SAT 
test. His numerous achieve-
ments in high school included 
the following: founder of 
the Microlending Club, an 

Language Club, a member of 
the National Honor Society, a

member of Students Against Destructive Decisions, 
outstanding achievement in German and Social Studies. 
He also performed community service as a volunteer 
at the U of M Hospital and at Nu2U Resale. One of 
his teachers wrote: “Josiah’s hard work and deter-
mination are evident through his ability to maintain 
high grades while taking a rigorous academic course 
load and also participating in a number of activities. 
More than just academic skills, Josiah has a good 

excited to see all that he contributes to the world.” In 
his essay, Josiah writes: “I grew up hearing both of 
my parents’ accounts of their lives in Romania and 
the turmoil they went through to escape communism 
and come to America…As a child of two immigrants, 
I can wholeheartedly empathize with other immigrants 
and assist them in any way possible…I am proud to 
say that having this heritage has formed me into a 
better American.” Josiah enrolled at the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, in September 2019, 
majoring in Biopsychology.

Valentina Marginean is a recipient of the Goldy 
Scholarship for 2019. For three years after graduating 
from Ursuline High School, Youngstown, Ohio, in 
2012, Valentina worked in the areas of humanitarian 
aid (Operation Smile) and trauma recovery (Institute for 
Trauma Recovery at The University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill). As a mission leader for Operation Smile, 
she organized over 500 cleft lip and palate repair sur-
geries in India, Brazil, and Madagascar. At the Institute

for Trauma Recovery, she 
started out as a member of 
the follow-up team for a 
$40-million-dollar study, but 
“she was soon given respon-
sibility for troubleshooting 
and managing all aspects of 
our smartphone app-based 
research activities…due to 
her remarkable intelligence 
and problem-solving abili-
ty…” (Director of the Insti-
tute). One of her research 
colleagues at the Institute 
remarks: “…working on the 
largest study to date on the

development of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, Val-
entina developed crucial system processes that will 

across the United States by the study’s conclusion.” 
On a more personal note, her colleague goes on to 
say: “Her strength of character also manifests itself in 
her deep patriotism. Never have I met a person with 
as much love for their country of origin as Valentina 
feels for Romania. She speaks of her heritage and 
upbringing often, and always with deep fondness and 
pride, crediting her Romanian upbringing for her per-
severance, her respect for others and her unshakable 
religious beliefs.” In her essay, Valentina writes: “…
growing up as a child of Romanian immigrants in a 
blue-collar city…we were raised to work hard and 
earn our merits.” Valentina enrolled in the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Nursing 
in August 2019. She explains: “I decided to return to 
school to pursue a Bachelor of Science in Nursing so 
that I can continue serving others.” 

VICTOR POP SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)
This Scholarship is awarded to Junior and Se-

nior-standing college students or graduate students, 
who show their commitment and desire to complete 
their studies.

Elizabeth M. Schester 
is a recipient of the Victor 
Pop Scholarship for 2019. 
A graduate of Canton High 
School, Canton, Michigan, 
Elizabeth is completing her 

-
igan State University, East 
Lansing, Michigan, majoring 
in Mechanical Engineering 
and minoring in Materials

Josiah Goga

Valentina Marginean

Elizabeth SchesterCont. on page 16
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IN MEMORIAM:
HIS EMINENCE, ARCHBISHOP NIKON

S o u t h b r i d g e ,  M A 
[OCA] - His Eminence, 
the Most Reverend Nikon, 
Archbishop of Boston, 
New England, and the 
Albanian Archdiocese, fell 
asleep in the Lord on Sun-
day, September 1, 2019.

Archbishop Nikon was 
born Nicholas Liolin in 
New York on October 9, 
1945 to a pious Orthodox 
family. He pursued his 

elementary and secondary studies in New York City, 
where he developed an abiding interest in the theatre 
arts, securing leading roles in several high school pro-
ductions, and in the biological sciences. Tonsured to the 
Order of Reader by Metropolitan Theophan (Noli), he 
studied at St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Semi-
nary, Crestwood, NY; Iona and Concordia College, New 
Rochelle, NY; and the New School for Social Research 
and Political Science, New York City, NY.

Reader Nicholas graduated from St. Vladimir’s Sem-
inary in 1966. In 1967, he married the former Sarah 
Arthur, his childhood sweetheart. Together they shared a 
ministry in which she devotedly served as choir director 
after his ordination to the Holy Diaconate by the late 
Bishop Stephen [Lasko] on July 5, 1969, and to the Holy 
Priesthood the following day. Father Nicholas and his 
wife Sarah, served St. Nicholas Church, Southbridge, MA, 
and St. Thomas Church, Farmington Hills, MI for more 
than thirty years. During his years of pastoral ministry, 
Father Nicholas was well known for his pastoral acumen 
and broad-based ministerial sensitivity and experience.

In addition to his pastoral ministry, Father Nicholas 
served as President of the Greater Detroit Council of 
Orthodox Churches and Chaplain for the Wayne State 
University Orthodox Christian Fellowship.  He is also 
credited with administering a health and hospitalization 
insurance plan for area clergy.  He also appeared on nu-
merous live television and radio programs, broadcasting 
to the faithful and those interested in the Orthodox faith.  
Notably, he was a project coordinator for “The Voice 
of Orthodoxy,” established by New England’s Russian 
Orthodox Layman’s League, and he served as editor of 
“The Vine,” the newspaper of the Albanian Archdiocese, 
and Dean of the Great Lakes Deanery.

On July 25, 2000, his wife, Sarah, reposed in Father 
Nicholas’s arms following a bout with cancer. His Beat-
itude Metropolitan Theodosius presided at her funeral. It 
was Father Nicholas’ excellence as a pastor, and parish 
administrator that lead the Holy Synod of Bishops to 
consider him for future leadership in the church.

Following the repose of his wife Sarah, Father Nich-

olas spent an extended period of time at St. Tikhon’s 
Seminary and Monastery, South Canaan, PA, extending 
his studies, where he was tonsured to monastic orders 
(prior to his episcopal election and consecration as 
Bishop of Baltimore) on Friday and Saturday, May 24 
and 25, 2002 at St. Tikhon Monastery.

Bishop Nikon was nominated as Bishop of Boston 
at the Albanian Archdiocesan Assembly on October 10, 
2003, and the Holy Synod elected him Bishop of Boston 
on October 22, 2003.  He served as administrator of the 
Diocese of New England and was elected ruling bishop 
during the fall session of the Holy Synod in October 
2005.  He was installed with a new title as Bishop of 
Boston, New England and the Albanian Archdiocese by 
His Beatitude Herman at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Bos-
ton on December 16 and 17 2005.  As diocesan bishop,  
Archbishop Nikon quickly established himself as an 
excellent pastor to the clergy and their families under 
his care, as well as a keen shepherd to the faithful of 
the Albanian Diocese and the Diocese of New England.  
His Eminence was especially dedicated to ministry to 
college students. Often he would drop in unannounced 
to OCF meetings at the University of Connecticut and 
other chapters in his dioceses, providing in person sup-
port for the ministry, and taking the time to be pastorally 
present with the students. His Eminence served as locum 
tenens of the Diocese of the South from February 2011 
until March 2015.

In addition to His Eminence’s Archpastoral Ministry, 
he played an important role in the external relations of 
the Orthodox Church in America through his close and 
fraternal contacts with the Church of Albania, and His 
Eminence, Archbishop Anastasios of Tirana, as well 
as other bishops and clergy of the Albanian Orthodox 
Church. His Eminence was a regular guest of Archbish-
op Anastasios and, in 2012, represented the Orthodox 
Church in America at the 20th anniversary of the rees-
tablishment of the autocephalous Orthodox Church of 
Albania and, in 2014, at the consecration of the Holy 
Resurrection Cathedral in Tirana, Albania.

Archbishop Nikon was elevated to the rank of Arch-
bishop on May 9, 2012.

The Trisagion of Repose for His Eminence was cele-
brated at St. George Albanian Orthodox Cathedral, South 
Boston, MA, on Wednesday, September 4. The Funeral 
Service for a Hierarch was celebrated on Thursday, Sep-
tember 5, at Holy Trinity Orthodox Cathedral, Boston, 
MA. The Hierarchical Divine Liturgy was celebrated 
on Friday, September 6, by His Beatitude, Metropolitan 
Tikhon and members of the Holy Synod with the Trisa-
gion for the Departed immediately following.

His Eminence was interred in Michigan where he 
was laid to rest next to his wife Sarah.

May Archbishop Nikon’s memory be eternal!
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CONCLUSIONS FROM PAN-ORTHODOX 
MEETING ON HOMELESSNESS

-
ica] – On Friday, September 13, 2019, ten Pan-Orthodox 
organizations concluded a vibrant and productive meeting 
on the crisis of homelessness. The twenty experts arrived 
at the following common multi-faceted understanding:

As Orthodox Christians, we are called to love our 
neighbors by feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, 
visiting those in prison, etc. (Matthew 25:35-40) in a 
relational way that recognizes the humanity of each 
person. The value and dignity of each person must be 
recognized in every moment of serving another human 
being. Our theology and identity as Orthodox Christians 
inspires and informs our witness as opposed to witness 
for recruitment or proselytization. Instead, we must be the 

Church and shine Christ’s love in our service to others 
through Christ-centered empowerment, illuminated by 
the relational nature of the Eucharist. We recognize that 
we are each broken and are all spiritually homeless in 

in, each person requires to be served as a whole human 
being in need of a home; spiritually, mentally, physically 
and emotionally with dignity and respect.

Furthermore, the group decided to reconvene once a 
month via video conference to enhance Pan-Orthodox 
humanitarian collaboration on the crisis of homelessness. 
Any Orthodox Christian organization that is interested 
in this initiative is encouraged to contact ecumenical@
goarch.org.

FIRST EVER MONASTIC ASSEMBLY OF 
THE GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE 

CONVENED IN AMERICA 
-

ica] –
Monasteries of the Holy Archdiocese of America was 
convened on the invitation of His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros, September 21-22 at the Sacred Monastery 
of Saint Nektarios in Roscoe, NY.

Abbots and abbesses of 18 Sacred Monasteries of 
the Holy Archdiocese of America participated in this 
assembly. In addition, the following hierarchs attended: 
their Eminences Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver, Alex-
ios of Atlanta, Nathanael of Chicago, and their Graces 
Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos, Apostolos of Medeia, 
and Bishop Ierotheos of Eukarpia, Abbot of the Sacred 
Patriarchal and Stavropegial Monastery of St. Irene 
Chrysovalantou.

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
blessed the Assembly with an inspiring video message in 
which he congratulated the Archbishop for his initiative 
and encouraged him to continue to promote and support 
the blessed Orthodox Monasteries in the USA. “Orthodox 
monasteries express Christian authenticity, ‘what is 
needed’ according to the faith concerning man and his 
eternal destiny, within the pluralistic, technocratic, and 
economically focused world of our age,” concluded the 
Patriarch in his message.

At the conclusion of the inspirational opening ad-
dress of His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of 
America—in which he made reference to the principles 
and values of the monastic life as angelic life and the 
observance of the word of the gospel—the following 

presentations were made:
1. Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta spoke about the 

current General Regulations and the Regulations of 
Internal Operations of the Sacred Monasteries of the 
Holy Archdiocese.

2. V. Rev. Archimandrite Paisios, Abbot of the Sa-
cred Monastery of Saint Anthony spoke on the topic: 
“Monasticism: The Apostolic Life.”

3. The Reverend Mother Superior Melani, Abbess of 
the Sacred Monastery of Saint John Chrysostom spoke 
on the topic: “Commentary of the Orthodox Monastic 
Experience.”

The following points were raised during the discus-
sions that followed:

1. A desire was expressed to update the General 
Regulations and the Regulations of Internal Operations 
of the Sacred Monasteries of the Holy Archdiocese. 
A period of time was requested in order to afford the 
Sacred Monasteries to express their opinions on these 
to the Archbishop and the members of the Holy Epar-
chial Synod.

abbot of the Sacred Monastery of Philotheou on Mount 
Athos, was raised, as was his great contribution to the 
spreading and strengthening of monasticism in the USA.

3. The need to draft a Protocol for the Sacred 
Monasteries in the USA was recognized.

4. It was decided that the minutes from the Assembly 
would be published in both Greek and English.

Cont. on page 16
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GRADUATION
NINA A. DIACONESCU, 

daughter of Aristotle and Rod-
ica M. Diaconescu, and grand-
daughter of the late dean, the 
V. Rev. Fr. Mircea and Psa. 
Juliana Marinescu, graduated 
with honors on May 18, 2019, 
from the ivy league school, 
the University of Pennsylva-
nia, with a M.S. degree in the 
dual track School and Mental 
Health Counseling program. 

Nina also has been the Facebook administrator of 
her Elkins Park, Pennsylvania, church (Descent of 
the Holy Spirit Romanian Orthodox Church) for the 
past four years. She is currently counseling children 
and their families and is continuing her studies in 
psychotherapy. May God bless her in her career and 
continued studies.

Nicole Cutean, Troy, MI ......................................... $20.00
Dan & Corina Phillips, Wadsworth, OH ................. $20.00
Irina Williams, Canton, MI ..................................... $20.00
Florica Zaharie, Belleville, MI ............................... $20.00
Rev Fr Daniel Balan, New York, NY ..................... $20.00
Liz Glagola, Portage, IN ......................................... $20.00
Florentina Marconi ................................................. $20.00
Veturia Nicula, Livonia, MI .................................... $20.00
Silvia Roman, Westland, MI ................................... $20.00

Pearl Jonascu, Westland, MI ................................... $20.00
Anonymous ............................................................. $20.00
Florian Georgescu, Verona, NJ ............................... $20.00
Rodica Babut .......................................................... $20.00
Gavril B .................................................................. $20.00
Anonymous ............................................................. $20.00
Anonymous ............................................................. $20.00
Dale Talos ............................................................... $20.00
Gilezan.................................................................... $10.00
Dan Placinta ........................................................... $15.00
Gus Turza ............................................................... $10.00
Mary Gataiant ......................................................... $10.00
Mary Ann Kemp ..................................................... $10.00
Cristina Mititelu, Redford, MI ................................ $10.00

 ................................. $10.00
Anonymous ............................................................. $10.00
Anonymous ............................................................. $10.00
Anonymous ............................................................... $2.00

Science. She has excelled academically while at 
Michigan State, maintaining a 3.5 GPA, while also 
leading and taking part in programs outside of the 
classroom. Elizabeth has served as a lead ambassa-
dor for the Women in Engineering K-12 Outreach at 
MSU, served as a lead facilitator for the Engineering 
Leadership Series, and has been an active member of 
the Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) on cam-
pus. During the summers, she has also served as a 
counselor and art director at Camp Vatra and shared 
her talent of painting traditional Romanian Orthodox 
icons on glass. One of her professors writes: “I have 
encouraged her to pursue an engineering internship 

believe that she has the moxie and intelligence to be 

relate to others, her unrelenting work ethic, and the 
capability to successfully assume positions of great 
responsibility…”. In her personal statement, Elizabeth 
writes: “It is my goal to challenge myself and acquire 
new skills that will help me to excel in my career and 
aid in the growth of the industry.”

Scholarship ... Cont. from page 13

 Cont. from page 11

5. Following the kind invitation of His Eminence 
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco, it was de-
cided that the second Monastic Assembly will be held 
at the Sacred Monastery of the Life-Giving Spring in 
Fresno, CA, the days of October 9-11, 2020 with the 
theme: “The spiritual inheritance of the blessed Elder 
Joseph the Cave-dweller and his offering to Orthodox 
monasticism in America.”

The Assembly culminated with the festal celebration 
of the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, September 22 pre-
sided over by His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 
of America together with the Reverend Abbots of the 
monasteries. In closing, thanks were expressed to His 
Grace Bishop Apostolos, Chief Secretary of the Holy 
Eparchial Synod, for organizing the Monastic Assem-
bly. Gratitude was also expressed to the V. Reverend 
Archimandrite Joseph, Abbot of Sacred Monastery of 
Saint Nektarios and his sacred brotherhood, for their 
Abrahamic hospitality.

 

Cont. from page 15
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CONGRESUL ANUAL AL EPISCOPIEI 2019:

EPISCOP VICAR
În zilele de 30 august – 1 septembrie, 2019, 

-

Sedin a Consiliului Episcopesc

Conferin a Clerului
-

Sesiunile Congresului

Te-Deum-ului, în 

-

În 
Bun Venit 

-
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de 80 de ani a 

Vizita la 

iconostasului si a 

18 august 2019 

21 iulie 2019
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-

-

-

-

Despre Cuminecare (Epis-
tola
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î

-

tia

 

spune 

 S sare fa  
de împ rt

-

-

-
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, Împ rt ire continu  
cu lacrimi i str pungerea inimii 

, M rturisire i Împ rt ire 
(Omilia

-

-

, Cuminecare continu  
i cu con tiin  curat  (Metoda 91-92)

-

-

-

-
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Ioan din Bostra, 
-

 

Sesiunea Electoral

-

-

-
 

-

-



24  SOLIA JUL-SEPT 2019RUGATçI-VAË SçI LUCRATçI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXAË IN AMERICA DE NORD

CRUCEA: CEA MAI 

-

-

-

-

-


