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ADVICE FROM
ST. NEKTARIOS OF
AEGINA

We have within us deeply rooted weaknesses,
passions, and defects. This cannot all be cut out with
one sharp motion, but patience, persistence, care and
attention. The path leading to perfection is long. Pray
to God so that he will strengthen you. Patiently accept
your falls and, having stood up, immediately run to
God, not remaining in that place where you have
fallen. Do not despair if you keep falling into your
old sins. Many of them are strong because they have
received the force of habit. Only with the passage of
time and with fervor will they be conquered. Don’t
let anything deprive you of hope...

A Christian must be courteous to all. His words
and deeds should breathe with the grace of the Holy
Spirit, which abides in his soul, so that in this way
he might glorify the name of God. He who regulates
all of his speech also regulates all of his actions. He
who keeps watch over the words he is about say also
keeps watch over the deeds he intends to do, and he
never goes out of the bounds of good and benevolent
conduct. The graceful speech of a Christian is char-
acterized by delicateness and politeness. This fact,
born of love, produces peace and joy. On the other
hand, idle talk gives birth to hatred, enmity, affliction,
competitiveness, disorder and wars...

Do not think that you have a right to complain
when your prayers are not answered. God fulfils your
desires in a manner that you do not know.

A SPIRITUAL
WORD FROM
ST. THEOPHAN THE
RECLUSE

Woe to those who are rich, who are full, who laugh,
and who are praised. But good shall come to those who
endure every wrongful accusation, beating, robbery,
or compulsory difficulty. This is completely opposite
to what people usually think and feel!

The thoughts of God are as far from human thoughts
as heaven is from the earth. How else could it be?
We are in exile; and it is not remarkable for those
in exile to be offended and insulted. We are under
a penance; the penance consists of deprivations and
labors. We are sick; and most useful for the sick are
bitter medicines. The Savior Himself all of His life
did not have a place to lay His head, and He finished
his life on the cross — why should his followers have
a better lot?

The Spirit of Christ is the spirit of preparedness to
suffer and bear good-naturedly all that is sorrowful.
Comfort, arrogance, splendor, and ease are all foreign
to its searching and tastes. The model is the forty-year
wandering of the Israelites in the desert. Who follows
this path? Everyone who sees Canaan beyond the
desert, boiling over with milk and honey. During his
wandering he too receives manna, however not from
the earth, but from heaven; not bodily, but spiritually.
All the glory is within.

MARRIAGE AND

The two complement each other....Both are sac-
raments of love. ... It is tempting to make a simple
contrast: to say that asceticism and chastity are the
characteristics of monasticism, and love the charac-
teristic of marriage. Yet the two states cannot be thus
opposed.

Married people, as well as monks, are called to the
“narrow way” of ascetic life, to fasting and self-denial;
if the monks are martyrs, then so also are the married,
as the crowns and hymns and the Marriage Service
plainly indicate. Perfect love is always a crucified
love; yet, for both monks and married Christians, if
the cross is voluntarily accepted, it proves a door to
resurrection and new life.

In the same way, chastity — understood in its proper
sense of integrity and integration — is a quality not
only of the single but also of the married life. In a
sense, marriage includes within itself the characteristic
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values of monasticism: the monastic vows of poverty,
chastity, and obedience — when understood, as they
should be, in a positive manner as a way of enabling
us to be free to love God and one another — are also
applicable to the married life.

And if asceticism and chastity are marks of the
married life, then love is a mark of a true monk. If
the monk abstains from marriage, this is not because
the married state is sinful, but because he personally
is called to express his love for God and humankind
on a different level. Marriage and monasticism are the
“two hands” of the Church, the two complementary
expressions of one royal priesthood. Each needs the
other, and in her mission, the Church uses both her
hands together.

Bishop Kallistos of Diokleia
From stioannis.org/quotes-from-church-fathers/.
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MOBILE MILLENNIALS: 4 REASONS
WHY YOUR CHURCH NEEDS AN APP

By Troy Pollock

Technology has fundamentally changed the way
we interact with each other, businesses, and the world
around us. Access to information online is the expecta-
tion, and an e-commerce society has enabled consumers
to purchase nearly anything with the single click of a
button on their smartphones. Speed and convenience
are priority. Baby boomers have learned to adapt,
whereas millennials have never known otherwise. In
fact, they are the first completely digital generation,
living almost entirely on their smartphones. This is
their norm. So when they’re looking to purchase from
a brand, or engage with a community, they expect a
level of simplicity and convenience. But wait, that
doesn’t need to apply to their experience at church,
right?

I know some people reading this are already think-
ing, “this doesn’t pertain to us, our church appeals
to an older demographic.” Which is great! But the
reality is, millennials currently make up nearly 26
percent of the U.S. population. And they, known as
Generation Y, are a tech-savvy, curious, generous, and
socially-conscious generation. They are now leaders
in today’s workforce and are contributing a significant
amount of time and money in the communities where
they live and work.

Whether your church currently targets the millen-
nial demographic or not, as you develop a strategy
for long-term growth and engagement, you need the
right tools and resources to remain relevant—not only
for today’s generations, but beyond. But don’t take
my word for it, let’s dive in and let the data tell the
story. Here are the top four reasons why your church
needs an app.

1: They read the Word, online

We all know that there’s been a shift to online
church and that churches across the nation are trying
to figure out ways to engage and connect with their
communities to spread the Word of God beyond just
their Sunday service. A recent Barna study found that
seven out of 10 of practicing Christian Millennials
(70%) read Scripture on a screen, and specifically
one-third of all Millennials said they read Scripture
on a phone or online. So, how are you serving up
content and scripture for your community? Wouldn’t it
be great if their go-to resource was your church app?

2: Millennials are generous
As a generation, millennials will reach their peak
earning age around 2020, and by 2025 they are ex-
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pected to generate 46 percent of all U.S. income. So,
not only are they at an age of being active contribu-
tors to society, they are a generous group that enjoy
supporting organizations that align with their personal
passions. According to last year’s charitable giving
statistics, 84 percent of millennials gave to charity,
donating an annual average of $481 per year. Beyond
that, millennials value giving time as well. They are
socially conscious and want to invest time in people
and organizations that matter to them. Are you mak-
ing it easy for them to find, research, and sign-up for
volunteer opportunities on their mobile devices?

3: Millennials don’t carry cash or write checks

According to the recent 2019 Digital Giving
Trends report, more than one-fifth of all millennials
have never written a check. And 38 percent of Ameri-
cans wouldn’t mind if cash disappeared completely. As
your church leadership team evaluates opportunities
and ways to increase generosity, consider the options
you have in place for people to give. If you haven’t
explored mobile giving, there’s a huge opportunity to
not only add convenience for your congregants but for
your finance and operations teams as well.

4: They literally give more, digitally

On average, digital givers donate 33 percent more
than non-digital givers. What’s more interesting is
that those who give digitally donate 44 percent more
often than non-digital givers. In essence, this ties
into your recurring giving strategy. Do you have a
system in place to help your community easily set up
recurring gifts? Are they able to do that from their
mobile devices? If not, your leadership team is in a
great position to consider and evaluate which tools
make the most sense for your community.

So what does this mean? How should churches use
this information? In short, it means that in order to
maintain growth, your church must be ready to reach
a diverse, tech-savvy, and curious generation. They
want to give and contribute to a cause bigger than
themselves. The question is, are you ready for them?

Written by Troy Pollock, Chief Ambassador at Push-
pay. Pushpay provides a donor management system,
including donor tools, finance tools and a custom
community app, to the faith sector, non-profit orga-
nizations and education providers.

Originally published by ChristianPost.com on
August 1, 2019.

SOLIA JUL-SEPT 2019



THE CoORRECT ICcON OF THE NATIVITY
OF OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOR

JESUS

The birth of the savior and redeemer of mankind
was foretold through the ages of human history by
God who through his prophets foretold this event in
various times and places (Isaiah 7:14ff). We are aware
of this prophecy of the virgin birth and the uniqueness
of the virgin woman who would, through the Holy
Spirit, give birth to a son whose name is Immanuel,
“God with us.” This birth is “virgin,” and thus there
is no role for a human father in the conception of the
savior-redeemer.

Orthodox Christian iconography, to be “orthodox,”
is in picture or visual form, the fulfilled prophetic word
of God in picture: written-picture. Any deviation from
Holy Scripture in Christian iconography is deviation
from Truth. Therefore, iconographers, clergy and
faithful must be diligent as to how the nativity/birth
of our Savior is depicted in iconography.

There is a recent novel presentation of the nativity
of Jesus Christ which is misleading, and that is the
idea of “The Holy Family.” This misleading and false
representation has become prevalent in various Chris-
tian denominations, the Roman Catholic community
in particular. The “Holy Family” is shown in picture,
sculpture, mistaken statements; and some parishes are
named for this “feast.”

This “Holy Family” portrays the infant or young
child Jesus, the Virgin Mother and including Joseph
as part of a “Trilogy.” The child is usually depicted
as held by both “parents” as though the child has a
physical mother and a physical father. It may show
Joseph protecting the other two with his arms. This
representation insinuates into the minds of the viewer
that this is a family of child, mother and father, Joseph
being the “father,” it is in fact a “holy” family.

Some “orthodox” iconographers have “borrowed”
this concept of “Holy Family,” even though they use
typical Orthodox-style painting. They have moved
Joseph from his lone position below to being “pro-
tectively” next to the Mother and Child. This novel,
“orthodox Holy Family,” is not authentic and is to
be avoided.

Traditionally and authentically shown below the
cave, wondering at how a virgin birth has come to
be, although faithful to God’s archangel, Joseph the
Righteous has accepted what he was told (Matthew
1:19) and flees with the child and his mother into
Egypt (Matthew 2:13). He knows that he is not the
father of the child in the manger. He is never depicted
together with the Child and Mother, precisely so as
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to not seem to allude that he, “Joseph the Righteous”
is the physical father of Jesus.

Traditional Orthodox iconography shows the Virgin
alone with the Christ child in a cave scene. Joseph
is depicted below in a position of doubt and wonder
at this virgin birth. This is based on Saint Luke’s
Gospel, whose testimony is without doubt, from the
Virgin Mother, Mary, the Mother of God whom we
call, Theotokos, Nascatoarea de Dumnezeu, Bogorod-
ita or other translations of the title identifying her
unique act of giving birth to the savior-redeemer by
the overshadowing by the Holy Spirit, God.

Orthodox iconography is based on Holy Scripture;
Orthodox hymnography is based on Holy Scripture.
Following are some phrases from some of the most
familiar statements and hymns concerning the Savior
Jesus Christ and his Mother.

From the Divine Liturgy, the hymn “Only Begotten
Son”: “Only Begotten Son and Word of God...deigned
for our salvation to become incarnate of the holy
Birthgiver of God and ever-virgin Mary, who without
change became man...You that are one of the Holy
Trinity...”. The Prayer before the Cherubic Hymn:
because of your inexpressible and immeasurable love
for mankind, without change and without alteration,
you became man and made yourself our high priest...”;
and from the Creed: “Who for us and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became man...”. In
the “Prayer of the Hymn of Triumph,” we address God
the Father, saying: “You loved your world so much
that you gave your Only-begotten Son...” and before
receiving the Holy Body and Blood, we confess: “I

Cont. on page 9
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2019 ANNUAL EPISCOPATE CONGRESS:
REAFFIRMS THE PRESENT &
CoONSOLIDATES THE FUTURE WITH THE
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Clergy participating in the Clergy Conference before the 2019 Episcopate Congress, pictured with His Eminence, Archbishop

ELECTION OF AN AUXILIARY BISHOP

-

Nathaniel in the Cathedral Church of St. George, Southfield, Michigan.

On the weekend of August 30 - September 1,2019, the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America’s Cathedral
of Saint George, located in Southfield, Michigan, was
the epicenter of an ecclesiastic event with reverberation
in our entire Episcopate: the Annual Congress of our
diocese, celebrating 90 years since its establishment
in 1929. The event stood under the umbrella of two
purposes: one, of administrative nature and the other to
elect a Vicar Bishop. This international assembly truly
made history, not only on account of its importance,
but also due to its excellent organization and hosting.

Episcopate Council Meeting

Great end-of-August Midwest-weather and the
warmth of the hosts created the perfect climate for
more than 211 representatives of the parishes, monas-
teries, missions and organizations of our Episcopate,
to make historic decisions. They came from Canada
and from all over the United States. The Westin Hotel
started buzzing with Romanian-Americans and Ro-
manian-Canadians beginning on Thursday evening,
when clergy and members of the Episcopate Council
arrived. A preparatory Council meeting was held
here and presided over by His Eminence, Archbishop
NATHANIEL.

Clergy Conference / Meeting

The sessions of the “Congress” (this is how the
founders first named our annual diocesan assembly)
were preceded by the clergy meeting. Priests, deacons
and monastics, over 100 of the potential 156, attended.
The new clergy were introduced, and administrative
matters were discussed in a fraternal spirit. New ma-
tricula record books were made available as well as
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several other materials needed in our daily parish life.

Congress Sessions

The annual administrative Congress began on Friday
afternoon, right after a delicious lunch prepared with
talent by the ladies of the parish. After the Te-Deum
(Thanksgiving Service), in the spacious but full parish
hall, His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel offered his
inaugural speech. In his message, Archbishop Nathaniel
informed the delegates that, in the last 35 years, our
Episcopate has doubled in size, and it now has a total
of 69 parishes in the USA and 33 in Canada. He gave
an overview of the history of the Episcopate, show-
ing that this is the historical Episcopate, established
in 1929, but separated from the Church of Romania
in 1947, due to the menace of communism. He em-
phasized that faith in the Resurrection of Christ, not
Church politics, is what keeps us together. Alluding
to the legal expenses the Episcopate is having, that
are caused by some centrifugal tendencies, he stated:
“We are what we are, and we must defend us”. In
conclusion, he welcomed and thanked the delegates
for their effort to attend. He also thanked all those
who serve the Church, for their service. Recognizing
the 39 years of the episcopal service of our hierarch,
both clergy and lay delegates sang “Many Years” to
their beloved Hierarch.

The Congress examined the reports and spent a
great deal of time in discussions, especially regarding
administration, finances and youth education. The
financial report was verified, as we do every year, by
an external audit, done by Lally Group, CPA. Due to
the need to hire a new manager for the Department of
Publications, the delegates unanimously approved the
SOLIA JUL-SEPT 2019
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Delegates in Session

increase of the parish membership dues with $10 per
capita, effective January 2020, to create the respective
salary. The Congress took note also of the progress
of the Vatra Generations project, that is intended to
restore and preserve the historical buildings of the
Residence and Grey Tower of our Vatra Romdneas-
cd. The administrative Congress was spread into two
sessions, held both on Friday afternoon and Saturday
morning/afternoon. The new Episcopate Council and
Church Tribunal were also elected and sworn in.

Electoral Session

The most notable part of this Congress was the
electoral session, assembled to elect — according to
our Episcopate By Laws - a Vicar Bishop. The number
of the delegates who came was truly impressive: 211
-- the largest number of delegates ever assembled.
The candidate, the Rev. Father Dan Hoarste, a Doc-
tor in Theology of the Pontifical Oriental Institute
in Rome, was elected with great enthusiasm. Father
Dan is already known to our readers from the pages
of our Solia, having served as Administrative Vicar
for Canada and in the Department of Education. After
the counting of the ballots, with holy emotion, the
newly-elected was brought into the Cathedral by the
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Rev. Dr. Dan Hoarste with Archbishop Nathaniel addressing
the assembled delegates following the Electoral Session.
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secretary of the Episcopate Council, Protopresbyter
Laurence Lazar. He spoke and expressed gratitude to
His Eminence NATHANIEL and those who elected
him to the service of the Church, and he verbalized
his hope in our continuous, present and future sup-
port. Though vetted by the Synod of Bishops of the
Orthodox Church in America, the newly-proposed is
yet to be canonically elected by the Holy Synod, in
November. His ordination will then be scheduled and
announced.

Services & Commemorative Bell
The liturgical services were held, in rotation, by our
clergy. The Cathedral Choir conducted by Subdeacon
John Lazar was dynamic and harmonious. Likewise,
the hospitality provided by the parishioners of Saint
George Cathedral, shepherded by Protopresbyter Lau-
rence Lazar, was outstanding. The Sunday Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy was celebrated by our Archpastor, His
Eminence Archbishop NATHANIEL, assisted by the
new bishop-elect, the Reverend Deans and over 50
clergy. At the end of the service, a beautiful, large
bronze church bell, donated to the Episcopate by Liviu
and Aurelia Costin of Humble, Texas, was blessed. The
Cont. on page 12

lowing the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
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HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE

ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL

April 24 — October 27, 2019

April 24-27. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Holy Week Services.

April 27-28. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe-
dral. Pascha. Matins and Hierarchal Liturgy of the
Resurrection.

April 28. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Afternoon: Agape Vespers.

April 29-30. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Paschal Matins. Hours. Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy for Bright Monday & Bright Tuesday.

May 4-5. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for 2
Pilgrimage. Evening: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy for Thomas Sunday.

May 6-10. Syosset, NY. OCA Chancery. Holy
Synod Meeting.

May 11. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service for
Archimandrite Roman Braga.

May 11-12. Alliance, OH. St. Nicholas. Saturday
Evening: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Ordination of Deacon George Cautis into
the Holy Priesthood for Annunciation Parish, Walker,
MI. Banquet.

May 16-20. Seattle, WA. Three Hierarchs. Friday:
Vespers. Saturday: Consecration of the new church.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet. Sunday: Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy. 25" Anniversary of the Parish.

May 21. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Feast of Sts. Constantine
& Helen.

May 23-26. Aurora, ON. Holy Forty Martyrs.
Friday: Vespers. Saturday: Consecration of the
church. 10" Anniversary. Banquet. Sunday: Toronto,
ON. St. John. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for
20™ Anniversary.

May 29-30. Toronto, ON. Greek Orthodox Me-
tropolis. Assembly of Bishops of Canada.

May 31-June 2. Durham, NC. St. Basil. Saturday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Laying of Cornerstone.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 10"
Anniversary.

June 6. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Feast of Ascension
of the Lord.

June 7-9. Fairlawn, OH. Presentation of Our
Lord. Friday: National ARFORA Board Meeting.
Saturday: National ARFORA Congress. Evening:
Memorial Service. Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

June 10-13. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
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astery. Holy Synod Retreat.

June 14-16. Los Angeles, CA. Holy Trinity. Sat-
urday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Ordination of Florin
Iftode into the Holy Diaconate. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy for feast of Pentecost. Ordination of
Deacon Florin Iftode into the Holy Priesthood for St.
Anne, Pomona, CA. Banquet for 80" Anniversary.

June 17. Anaheim, CA. St. Mary. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy for Holy Trinity day.

June 17-19. Temecula, CA. Holy Resurrection
Monastery. Monday evening: Vespers. Tuesday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

June 22. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas-
tery. Great Vespers.

June 23. Walker, MI. Annunciation. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Blessing of Fr. George Cautis to hear
confessions.

June 24. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas-
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of Nativity
of St John the Baptizer.

June 29. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast day of
Apostles Peter & Paul.

June 30. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter &
Paul. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for Parish
patronal feast day.

July 2-23. Trip to Western Canada. Thursday,
July 4: Winnipeg, MB. Pastoral visits. Saturday, July
6: Holy Trinity, McNutt, SK & St. Elias. Lennard,
MB. Blessing of graves. Evening: Shell Valley, MB.
St. John. Great Vespers. Sunday, July 7: Shell Valley,
MB. St. John. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Blessing
of Memorial Stone for 100" Anniversary. Memorial
Service. Banquet. Evening: Canora, SK. Sts. Peter
& Paul. Blessing of graves. Monday, July 8: Ft.
Qu’Appelle, SK. Visit to Vicariate of Canada Center
and Pastoral visits. Tuesday, July 9: Flintoft, SK.
Blessing of graves. Wednesday, July 10: Regina, SK.
Pastoral visits. July 11-23. Calgary, SK. St. Mary.
Sunday, July 14: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Lunch.
Saturday, July 20: Great Vespers. Agape. Sunday,
July 21: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 50
Anniversary.

July 28. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Picnic. Camp Vatra students
and staff visit.

August 3-4. Ellwood City, PA. St. Elias. Saturday:
Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Luncheon for 105" Anniversary.

August 5-7. Ellwood City, PA. Transfiguration
Monastery. Monday: Vigil for patronal feast. Tues-
day: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Holy Unction. Pastoral
Visit to nuns.

August 10. Grass Lake, MI. Chancery. Work in
Museum.

August 11. Royal Oak, MI. St. Theodora of Sihla.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet. Afternoon: Visit
to Gheorghe Carstea in hospital.
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August 16-19. Hayward, CA. Holy Resurrection.
Saturday: San Francisco, CA. Visit to ROCOR Old
Cathedral and New Cathedral (relics). Visit to home
of St. John of San Francisco (Shanghai). Evening:
Hayward, CA. Holy Resurrection. Great Vespers.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Blessing of Ico-
nostasis. Banquet. Afternoon: San Jose, CA. Holy
Cross. Paraclesis. Dinner.

August 23-26. Moncton, NB. St. Varlaam of Mol-
dova. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet.

August 29 - September 1. Southfield, MI. St.
George Cathedral. Annual Episcopate Congress.
Thursday: Episcopate Council Meeting at hotel. Fri-
day morning: Clergy Conference. Friday afternoon:
Congress Session I. Evening: Vespers. Saturday:
Congress Session II. Special Electoral Session. Af-
ternoon: Congress Session III. Evening: Memorial
Service. Great Vespers. Sunday: Procession. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy. Blessing of 90" Anniversary bell.
Closing Banquet & Program.

September 4-6. Boston, MA. St. George Alba-
nian Cathedral. Wednesday: Memorial Service for
Archbishop Nikon. Thursday: Funeral Service for
Archbishop Nikon concelebrated with Metropolitan
Tikhon, Archbishops Benjamin, Michael & Alexander
and Bishop Paul. Friday: Funeral Liturgy for Arch-
bishop Nikon.

September 7-8. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Blessing of Iconography. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Funeral Service for Maxine Helen Konkle.

September 9. Detroit, MI. Holy Sepulchre Cem-
etery. Burial and Interment of Archbishop Nikon.

September 10. Albion, MI. Interment of Maxine
Helen Konkle.

September 13-15. Toronto, ON. St. George. Fri-
day: Great Vespers for feast of Exaltation of the Holy
Cross. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. After-
noon: Great Vespers with clergy of Central Deanery.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 65
Anniversary.

September 20-22. Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. Fri-
day: Program with Church School children. Evening:
Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Banquet for 80™ Anniversary.

September 27-28. Hermitage, PA. Holy Cross.
Funeral Services for Elizabeth Regule.

September 28-29. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary
Cathedral. Saturday evening: Great Vespers. Sun-
day: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 115"
Anniversary.

SOLIA JUL-SEPT 2019

SAYINGS OF
ST. JOHN
CHRYSOSTOM

Since it is likely that, being men, they would sin
every day, St. Paul consoles his hearers by saying
“renew yourselves” from day to day. This is what we
do with houses: we keep constantly repairing them
as they wear old. You should do the same thing to
yourself. Have you sinned today? Have you made your
soul old? Do not despair, do not despond, but renew
your soul by repentance, and tears, and Confession,
and by doing good things. And never cease doing this.

Be ashamed when you sin, but not when you repent.

Happiness can only be achieved by looking inward
and learning to enjoy whatever life has and this re-
quires transforming greed into gratitude.

The Correct Icon ... Cont. from page 5

believe, O Lord, and I confess that you are truly the
Christ, the Son of the living God who came into the
world to save sinners...”.

The worship service of the Church is full of these
references to Christ as both eternal with the Father,
and with us in time through his birth of the Virgin
mother. The following are from the Vesper service and
may be found replete in the Matins service as well.

“Being God, you gloriously rose from the tomb...”
(Tone 1, Kontak). “Let us faithful, praise and worship
the Word, coeternal with the Father and the Spirit;
Who was born of the Virgin for our salvation...” (Tone
5, Tropar). “Come let us worship God the Word, who
was born of the Father before all ages, and who took
flesh of the virgin Mary...” (Tone 2, Stichera 1). The
Dogmatikon of Tone 2: “...so as virgin you gave birth
and virgin you remained.” “Let us praise the savior
who took flesh of the Virgin Mary...” (Vespers, Tone
3, Stichera 5); and another, “O most honorable one,
how can we not wonder at your giving birth to him
that is God and man. For you had no relationship
with man, and you remained ever-virgin; and you
gave birth in the flesh to the Son without a father,
who without a mother was born of the Father before
all ages. (Tone 3, Dogmatikon).

There can be no confusion in our beliefs, and the
Virgin birth is one of the most basic. In bringing this to
attention, it is for our salvation to know what is truly
“Orthodox,” and what can be a subtle warping of the
faith. We make the sign of the cross in the name of
the Triune God, always remembering that the “Son”
is from the Father and born of the virgin of Nazareth,
Mother of Jesus, Mother of God.

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS

Valerie Papenheim, Venice, FL...........ccccceeeviinrenn. $50.00
GENERAL DONATIONS

M/M Joseph Bologa, North Canton, OH ........... $3,000.00
(Camp Vatra: IMO Father/Grandfather Emil Bologa)

Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA ...................... $2,300.00
(Hierarch Travel Expenses)

St Dimitrie, Easton, CT ...ooevveeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeenans $1,250.00
(Hierarch Travel Expenses)

Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA..........cccccoovvvvreennn.. $1,000.00
(ACE Fund)

Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA ...................... $1,000.00
(55™ Parish Anniversary)

Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA ...........ccocu.... $1,000.00

(Blessing of Iconostasis)
Presentation Ladies Auxiliary, Fairlawn, OH .... $1,000.00
(ARFORA House Shower Stalls)

Psa Martha MacLellan, Winnipeg, MB ............. $1,000.00

St Dumitru, New York, NY ....ccoooviiiiiiiiiinnnnnn. $1,000.00
(Hierarch Travel Expenses)

St John the Baptist, Shell Valley, MB .................. $976.73
(Hierarch Travel Expenses)

St George, Toronto, ON.......ccceeevvviieeniiieeeniiieeenns $716.10
(Hierarch Travel Expenses)

Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL .....c...ccceevivenirieenernne, $500.00
(Hierarch Travel Expenses)

Alexa & Florica Mindea, Morton Grove, IL......... $500.00
(A.C.E. Fund)

Nick Savliuk, Calgary, AB .......cccooevieeeniiieeennen. $400.00
(Hierarch Travel Expenses)

St Elias, Anjou, QC .....c.ooiiiiiiiieiiieeeeiee e $359.20
(Hierarch Travel Expenses)

St Andrew, Laval, QC........cccoeeviviiiiiiiieeeeeiieeea, $215.52
(Hierarch Travel Expenses)

Steve & Katherine Miroy, Stafford, VA................ $100.00

2019 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT

Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL ..........ccccvvveeiviennnns $17.,450.00

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI ............ $9,000.00

Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC..............cccoee.n. $1,350.00

VATRA GENERATIONS

ANONYMOUS ....vvieeiiiieeeeiiiieeeiiieeeeirreeeeeraeeeneeeees $5,000.00

Holy Dormition Monastery,
Rives Junction, MI.......oooueviiiiieeiiieeeieaeeen, $5,000.00

Georgia Marinkov Omorean,
Little Canada, MN ......coooviiieiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeenens $1,000.00
(IMO Ann M Marinkov)

Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA.........ccccoeevevivveennnn. $1,000.00

Society Farsarotul, Trumbull, CT ...................... $1,000.00

St Mary Magdalene, Houston, TX ..................... $1,000.00

Tonna Charitable Trust, Worcester, MA............. $1,000.00

Radu & Rachel Chebeleu, North Wales, PA ......... $500.00

Victor Dan & Lola Costache, Naples, FL............. $500.00

Stephen Grabowski, Fairlawn, OH ....................... $500.00

Tatiana Obada, Chicago, IL .......ccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiinn, $500.00

Marian & Aurelia Sarbu, Reseda, CA.........co........ $500.00

Rev Fr & Psa Michael Ungrin, Narol, MB........... $500.00

Owens, Schine & Nicola PC, Trumbull, CT......... $250.00

Michael & Eugenia Babu, Fairfield, CT ............... $200.00
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Gabriel & Maria Tanase, Cupertino, CA .............. $200.00

St George Ladies Auxiliary, Southfield, MI.......... $150.00
Dante SACUIL «.oovvveeeeeieiiiieeee e $116.76
Adelina & Marius Balog, Elmhurst, IL ................ $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa loan Cozma, New York, NY ...... $100.00
Stefan & Vasilica Gurgu, Las Vegas, NV ............. $100.00

Jonel & Cecelia Maiogan, Arlington Hts, IL........ $100.00
V Rev Fr Daniel Moldovan, Wethersfield, CT...... $100.00

Radu & Ana Radu, Woonsocket, RI ..................... $100.00
Thrisia Pana, Regina, SK........c.cooovveviieniieeinne, $100.00
(IMO John & Mary Pana)
Rev Fr Aurel Petrescu, Arlington, VA .................. $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Gabriel Popa, Colleyville, TX ... $100.00
John & Lucy Pop, Northbrook, IL............ccccuee..... $100.00
Maria Risca, Oakland Twp, MI ........ccccoeieeeennnnn. $100.00
Elizabeth & Todd Sweet, Springfield, VA............ $100.00
Ton Alin Toader, Quebec City, QC.......c.ccvrevvenninnne. $96.00
Hristu & & Violeta Sunda, Bronx, NY ......ccccvunnn... $50.00
Manuela Cruga, Waterford, MI...........cccooeennnnnnnn. $30.00
Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MI ........c.coovvernirnnnnn. $25.00
(IHO Sheryl Precop’s Birthday)
George & Audrey Fatsy, Trumbull, CT .................. $20.00
ANONYIMOUS ....vieviietiieeie ettt eere e ereesteesteeseeeeeeeas $8.00
Jeffrey Gillen ......ccvevvieivieiiieiiecieeie e $5.00
90™ ANNIVERSARY ALBUM
Rev Fr & Psa Ion Stefan, Pittsburgh, PA........... $1,000.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN ......... $250.00
Rev Dn Wayne & Lenora Wright,
Uniontown, OH .............ccoiiiieiii e, $90.00
M/M Valer Pufescu, Naples, FL .......c..ccceevviennnnn. $50.00

SENIOR CAMP VATRA CLOSING BANQUET
Rev Fr & Psa David Subu, Springfield, VA....... $1,000.00
M/M Radu Chebeleu & Family,

North Wales, PA ...ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $200.00
Mark Vincent, Birmingham, MI .............c...cc....... $200.00
Mark P Makara-Czesnakowicz,

Grass Lake Twp, MI......ccooooiiiniiiiiiiccie, $140.00
Gary & Anna Devine, Plymouth, MI................... $100.00
Patricia Long, Akron, OH..........cccoevvevieniieiennnn, $75.00
Ioan & Cristina Irimie, Canton, MI......ccccccvveunnnn.... $60.00
Viorel & Elena Oancea, Parma Hts, MI ................. $60.00
Natalia Durlesteanu, Cleveland, OH....................... $50.00
Mariana Toth, Philadelphia, PA ..............ccccccciiii. $40.00
Ioan & Elena Fulea, Morton Grove, IL .................. $35.00
Dorin Cioc, Morton Grove, IL......cccceeeeeeeeeeenn. $20.00
Pearl Jonascu, Westland, MI........ccccoueveeeeeeeeeinnnn.. $20.00

JUNIOR CAMP VATRA CLOSING BANQUET
Toana Lutai, Vienna, VA ...coooeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn $400.00
Andre Galea, Chicago, IL.......ccccoecvveviieniieaieenne, $200.00
Rachel & Radu Chebeleu, New Wales, PA............ $150.00
Daniel Uta, Chicago, IL........ccccceevviivieeeniiieeeenenn $150.00

V Rev Fr & Psa Remus Grama, Cleveland, OH... $120.00
Archbishop Nathaniel Popp,

Grass Lake Twp, ML......ccccocoeviieiieiieiieieenn, $100.00
Radu & Adriana Comsa, Plymouth, MI................ $100.00
Cotofrea Family, Morton Grove, IL...................... $100.00
Natalia Durlesteanu, Cleveland, OH..................... $100.00
Ileana Muntean, Parma Heights, OH .................... $100.00
Irina Nedeljkovic, Des Plaines, IL...........cc........... $100.00
Toan Petca, Chicago, IL .....cccooovvevvieniiiiieiieeiienen, $100.00
Gabriela Plesa, Blue Bell, PA ....ooovveeeeeiiiiiin.. $100.00
Elena Oancea, Parma Heights, OH..............cc........ $60.00
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Constantin Pomirleanu, Parma, OH........................ $60.00

ANONYMOUS ...oeevieeiieeeiieeeivee et eeseveeeereeeneeees $40.00
AUre]l CIULA ..o $40.00
Daniel & Stela Mimis, Strongsville, OH ................ $35.00
Toader-Costisor FAmilies .....cc.vvvveeieiveeoiiieeeeeeeeens $21.00

2019 EPISCOPATE CONGRESS BANQUET
Dr Gheorghe Marinescu, Rochester Hills, MI ... $2,000.00

Dr George Predeteanu............cccveeveevvieeneeniienneennnnn. $500.00

(IMO Dr Constantin Predeteanu)

Marge E Predeteanu, Bloomfield Hills, MI .......... $500.00

(IMO Dr Constantin Predeteanu)

Simion & Carmen Coca, Pittsburgh, PA............... $300.00
V Rev Fr lan & Psa Mary Lynn Pac-Urar,

Fairlawn, OH ....oeeeeeeeeeeeee $300.00
V Rev Fr Ioan Catana, Kirkland, WA ................... $300.00
St John, Kitchener, ON........ovuoeeeeieeiiiiinn... $275.00 (CF)
Cornel & Sharon Ivascu, Franklin, MI ................. $250.00
Holy Transfiguration Monastery,

Ellwood City, PA....c..ooovveeiiieiieeiee e $250.00
Buna Vestire Cathedral, Montreal, QC ................. $217.08
Radu & Rachel Chebeleu, New Wales, PA........... $200.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Remus Grama, Cleveland, OH... $200.00
Joe & Donna Bucciarelli, Livonia, MI ................. $200.00
V Rev Fr Chesarie & Justin Bertea,

Glendale, NY ..o, $200.00
Rev Fr Aurel Petrescu, Arlington, VA .................. $200.00
Anonymous (Canadian Currencies) .................... $158.66
Jonel Maiogan, Des Plaines, IL.........c...cccocenenenn. $150.00
George Cantor, Cleveland, OH ............ccccvvveennen. $150.00
M/M John Pop Jr, Northbrook, IL ............cccceenne. $150.00
St Dumitru, New York, NY ......oooovviiiiiiniiiiiiiinnn, $150.00
Stephen Grabowski, Fairlawn, OH ....................... $150.00
Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MI .........c.ccceuveennnenne. $100.00
ANONYMOUS ....ooeviieiiieeiie ettt $100.00
Nick & Marie Avramaut, Middleburg Hts, OH..... $100.00
Rev Fr Horatiu & Psa Mihaela Balanean,

Dearborn Heights, MI ..........cccoocoiiiiniiiniinn. $100.00
Adelina & Marius Balog, Elmhurst, IL ................ $100.00
V Rev Fr Ioan Bunea, Toronto, ON.......ccceeveeenn... $100.00
Bogdan & Ana Capatina-Rata, Livonia, MI ......... $100.00
Neculai & Maria Chindea, West Orange, NJ ........ $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa George Coca, Fairfield, NY ....... $100.00
Victor Dan Costache, Naples, FL ..........cccccooeeee. $100.00
Silvia Costea, Northville, MI..........ouuuueueeeeeeeeennnn. $100.00
Mark P Makara-Czesnakowicz, Grass Lake, MI... $100.00
Gary & Anne Devine, Plymouth, MI.................... $100.00
Mary K Stanesa, Dearborn, MI ...........cccveeeennnen.. $100.00
V Rev Fr Romey & Psa Mary Ellen Rosco,

Dearborn HtS, MI...oooiiieiiiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, $100.00
Angela Voiculescu, Brunswick, OH...................... $100.00
Emma R Pop, Highland Park, MI............ccccc...... $100.00
Dorian Ladan, Glenview, IL ........ceeeeeiiiiiiiinnn... $100.00
Rev Fr & Psa Florin Lapustea, San Jose CA........ $100.00
V Rev Fr Nicolae Lapuste,

North Vancouver, BC ....cooovviiiiieiiiieeeeeeeeaeenn. $100.00
Vasile Lazar, Youngstown, OH ...........ccccceeviennnn. $100.00
Rev Fr Ioan Lupescu, Chicago, IL .........ccceeneeene. $100.00
V Rev Fr Onisie & Psa Anca Morar,

Woonsocket, R ......oueeemeeeeeeee $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Dimitrie Musta,

Ridgewood, NY ...oooviiiiiiiiiieiieciie e $100.00
Georgia Marinkov Omorean,

Little Canada, MN .......oovmiimeeeieeeeeeeeene $100.00
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M/M Valer Pufescu, Naples, FL ..........cccceeeennen.. $100.00
Stefan Russu, Kitchener, ON.........coovvveeeeeeiinnnnnnn. $100.00
Petru Sarca, Peachtree City, NY .....cccooiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. $100.00
Rev Fr Stefan Stoleru, Jacksonville, FL ............... $100.00
V Rev Fr George Ursache, Niles, IL .................... $100.00
St John of Suceava, Manchester, NH ................... $100.00
St Mary, Chelsea, MA .........ccoeevvieviiieieeeeeen. $100.00
Maria & John Tapalaga, Glen Head, NY .............. $100.00
Richard Grabowski, Jackson, MI.................ccc... $90.00
The Subu Family, Springfield, VA ..........cc..covenn.ne. $90.00
Joe & Jessica Wise, Rocky River, OH................... $90.00
Betty Ciocanea, Cleveland, OH ............cccccevvernnen. $90.00
Rev Fr Florin Bica, Strongsville, OH..................... $90.00
Rev Fr & Psa Cosmin Vint, Ft Qu’Appelle, SK.....$72.36
ANONYMOUS ...ttt $60.00
Constantin Dobrita, Farmington, CT ...................... $60.00
V Rev Fr John Schmidt, Ellwood City, PA............. $60.00
Mircea Munte Family ........cccoovvevienieiieiiiiieeene, $60.00
Cristian Zamfir, Toronto, ON........ccoceeveeeerenn. $50.00 (CF)
Ursula Emmons, Sterling Hts, MI ..............cccvvenn. $50.00
Florence Westerfield, Warren, MI ........................... $50.00
Elena Dan, Sterling Hts, MI...........ccooovvrvirinneannnnnn. $50.00
Liliana Bruckner, Rocky River, OH ...........cc.......... $50.00
Dr Elizabeth Gheordunescu, Livonia, MI............... $50.00
M/M Radu Comsa, Plymouth, MI ..............cccveenn. $50.00
Roxana Florescu, Farmington Hills, MI ................. $50.00
Peter & Anita Coloja, Royal Oak, MI .................... $50.00
Costica Samoila, Troy, MI........cccccevviieniiennieennnn. $50.00
Viorel & Valeria Ghindea ..............cooveevveveeeeeeeennn, $50.00
M/M Petru Tamas, Howell, MI........coeveeiieeiiiinnnnn.. $50.00
Ana Huluta, Strongsville, OH.............cocovvievinireenn. $50.00
Cezarina Hritcu, West Bloomfield, MI ................... $50.00
Dennis Berent, Livonia, MI......................nnn... $45.00
Marcella Bourean, Warren, MI ..........ccccoeeeeiennnnnn. $45.00
M/M Viorel Chivu, Westland, MI.......cccceeevveeennnn. $40.00
Rev Dn Wayne Paul & Lenora Wright,

Uniontown, OH .....oooovmiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee $40.00
Ovidiu & Maria Popa, Livonia, MI ............ccc.e..... $40.00
Dumitru & Maria Iures, Boardman, OH................. $40.00
Toan Firejan ........cccccoevvviiiiiieniieeiie e $40.00
Cristian Perijanu, Wixom, MI..........ccccoovvirrirennnnn. $40.00
Julien SOIOMON ....oovviiiiiiiice e $40.00
George & Carmen Placinta.........cccooeevviiinnnnnnn. $40.00
Paina Family, Dearborn Heights, MI ...................... $40.00
ANONYMOUS .ottt et $40.00
Cristian Mates, Thornhill ON .......ccccovveeeeeeeeeenn. $40.00
FLOTIN FATCA wooiiiiiiiee e $40.00
M/M Octavian Maior, Troy, MI.......ccccocovvevnirnnnen. $35.00
Maria Munteanu, Grass Lake, MI...........cocovvvvnnnnn... $35.00
Dan Lascu, Farmington Hills, MI.............ccccccuneee. $30.00
Olga Leskiwskyi, Lathrup Village, MI ................... $30.00
Dorina Riscutta, N Olmsted, OH............ccceeunnnnn.n. $30.00
ANONYIMOUS. ..eetieeeieiiiiiiieeeeeeeiiiies cennrreeeeeeeenannenees $30.00
Duma Family ......ccooovviiiieiieiieiieeieeieeee e $30.00
Nick & Gloria Placinta, Livonia, MI.......cccccunn....... $30.00
Jessica & Scott Hendricks, Jackson, MI................. $30.00
Maria LUPU ..ovvieeeeiiie e $30.00
ANONYIMOUS ..eeeevieeiieeeiiie et eiveesereeeteeesereesereeeneeees $30.00
Dr Maria Corondan, St Clair Shores, MI ............... $25.00
Maria Mocanu, Cleveland, OH ..........ooveeeveeviennnnnn.. $25.00
Neculai Ghindea, West Orange, NJ .........ccccceunnnne. $25.00
M/M Toan Haba, Vaughn, ON...........c..cooeveevrerennnnn. $20.00

Cont. on page 16
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Archbishop Nathaniel is surrounded by clergy and monastics following the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy on Sunday.

Episcopate Congress Cont. from page 7

bell was manufactured in Maramures, Romania, by the
Blotor Bell Company, to honor the 90" Anniversary
of the Episcopate. It will be installed on a future bell
tower, yet to be raised, at Vatra Romaneascd.

Closing Banquet

Following the Hierarchal Liturgy, an elegant din-
ner was attended by hundreds of faithful, who came
from “far off and near” (Ephesians 2:17). An enlarged
black-and-white photo of the first Congress of our
Episcopate (1929), that was displayed as a backdrop
on the stage, visually re-affirmed the spirit of this
celebration, that was saluted by all the speakers of
the day. In everyone’s applause, the new Vicar Bish-
op-Elect, Father Dan Hoarste, was introduced, and
he addressed the audience in both the English and
Romanian languages, thanking all the delegates for
their trust in him.

Commemorative Album
On the occasion of the 90" Anniversary, the delegates

s T TR

received a copy of the commemorative album, enti-
tled The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America,
1929-2019, that includes all the parishes and clergy
of the Episcopate, as well as a history written by the
Most Rev. Archbishop NATHANIEL. While it still is
available, the album may be obtained, for a free will
donation, from ROEA, PO Box 309, Grass Lake, MI
49240-0185.

Significance of this Congress
At the close of the festive dinner, the delegates
returned to their own parishes, bearing with them the
blessings of this Congress, which will remain in their
and our hearts as a memorable event in the life of the
Episcopate. To our faithful, this Congress re-affirmed
the present and gave us confidence in the future. Let
us, together, give thanks to God for all; let us thank
our Hierarch and Vatra staff for their good works,
and let us pray for the growth of our Episcopate and

Orthodoxy in America!

V. Rev. Fr. Remus Grama
Dean of Great Lakes Deanery
St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, Ohio

Closing Banquet
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SCHOLARSHIP REcIPIENTS 2019

DUMITRU GOLEA GOLDY-GEMU
SCHOLARSHIP ($1,500)

This scholarship is awarded to undergraduate college
students of Romanian origin. In addition to all the
required documents, each applicant writes an essay on
the topic: “How my Romanian Heritage Helps Make
Me a Better American.”

Josiah J. Goga is a recip-
ient of the Goldy Scholarship
for 2019. Josiah graduated
from Saline High School, Sa-
line, Michigan, in the top 5%
of his class of 442 students
with a 4.23 GPA. He also
scored in the 99" percentile
with his results on the SAT
test. His numerous achieve-
ments in high school included
the following: founder of
the Microlending Club, an
officer of the American Sign
Language Club, a member of

Josiah Goga the National Honor Society, a
member of Students Against Destructive Decisions,
outstanding achievement in German and Social Studies.
He also performed community service as a volunteer
at the U of M Hospital and at Nu2U Resale. One of
his teachers wrote: “Josiah’s hard work and deter-
mination are evident through his ability to maintain
high grades while taking a rigorous academic course
load and also participating in a number of activities.
More than just academic skills, Josiah has a good
heart and a strong will. I am confident that Josiah
will find great success in the years to come, and I'm
excited to see all that he contributes to the world.” In
his essay, Josiah writes: “I grew up hearing both of
my parents’ accounts of their lives in Romania and
the turmoil they went through to escape communism
and come to America...As a child of two immigrants,
I can wholeheartedly empathize with other immigrants
and assist them in any way possible...I am proud to
say that having this heritage has formed me into a
better American.” Josiah enrolled at the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, in September 2019,
majoring in Biopsychology.

Valentina Marginean is a recipient of the Goldy
Scholarship for 2019. For three years after graduating
from Ursuline High School, Youngstown, Ohio, in
2012, Valentina worked in the areas of humanitarian
aid (Operation Smile) and trauma recovery (Institute for
Trauma Recovery at The University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill). As a mission leader for Operation Smile,
she organized over 500 cleft lip and palate repair sur-
geries in India, Brazil, and Madagascar. At the Institute
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for Trauma Recovery, she
" started out as a member of
the follow-up team for a
$40-million-dollar study, but
“she was soon given respon-
' sibility for troubleshooting
and managing all aspects of
our smartphone app-based
research activities...due to
} her remarkable intelligence
and problem-solving abili-
ty...” (Director of the Insti-
tute). One of her research
colleagues at the Institute
remarks: “...working on the
largest study to date on the
development of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, Val-
entina developed crucial system processes that will
support the participation of five thousand patients
across the United States by the study’s conclusion.”
On a more personal note, her colleague goes on to
say: “Her strength of character also manifests itself in
her deep patriotism. Never have I met a person with
as much love for their country of origin as Valentina
feels for Romania. She speaks of her heritage and
upbringing often, and always with deep fondness and
pride, crediting her Romanian upbringing for her per-
severance, her respect for others and her unshakable
religious beliefs.” In her essay, Valentina writes: “...
growing up as a child of Romanian immigrants in a
blue-collar city...we were raised to work hard and
earn our merits.” Valentina enrolled in the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Nursing
in August 2019. She explains: “I decided to return to
school to pursue a Bachelor of Science in Nursing so
that I can continue serving others.”

Valentina Marginean

VICTOR POP SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

This Scholarship is awarded to Junior and Se-
nior-standing college students or graduate students,
who show their commitment and desire to complete
their studies. —

Elizabeth M. Schester
is a recipient of the Victor
Pop Scholarship for 2019.
A graduate of Canton High
School, Canton, Michigan,
Elizabeth is completing her
final year of study at Mich-
igan State University, East
Lansing, Michigan, majoring
in Mechanical Engineering
and minoring in Materials

Cont. on page 16

Elizabeth Schester
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IN MEMORIAM:

Southbridge, MA
[OCA] - His Eminence,
the Most Reverend Nikon,
Archbishop of Boston,
New England, and the
Albanian Archdiocese, fell
asleep in the Lord on Sun-
day, September 1, 2019.
B Archbishop Nikon was
“=  born Nicholas Liolin in
' New York on October 9,

1945 to a pious Orthodox

family. He pursued his
elementary and secondary studies in New York City,
where he developed an abiding interest in the theatre
arts, securing leading roles in several high school pro-
ductions, and in the biological sciences. Tonsured to the
Order of Reader by Metropolitan Theophan (Noli), he
studied at St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Semi-
nary, Crestwood, NY; Iona and Concordia College, New
Rochelle, NY; and the New School for Social Research
and Political Science, New York City, NY.

Reader Nicholas graduated from St. Vladimir’s Sem-
inary in 1966. In 1967, he married the former Sarah
Arthur, his childhood sweetheart. Together they shared a
ministry in which she devotedly served as choir director
after his ordination to the Holy Diaconate by the late
Bishop Stephen [Lasko] on July 5, 1969, and to the Holy
Priesthood the following day. Father Nicholas and his
wife Sarah, served St. Nicholas Church, Southbridge, MA,
and St. Thomas Church, Farmington Hills, MI for more
than thirty years. During his years of pastoral ministry,
Father Nicholas was well known for his pastoral acumen
and broad-based ministerial sensitivity and experience.

In addition to his pastoral ministry, Father Nicholas
served as President of the Greater Detroit Council of
Orthodox Churches and Chaplain for the Wayne State
University Orthodox Christian Fellowship. He is also
credited with administering a health and hospitalization
insurance plan for area clergy. He also appeared on nu-
merous live television and radio programs, broadcasting
to the faithful and those interested in the Orthodox faith.
Notably, he was a project coordinator for “The Voice
of Orthodoxy,” established by New England’s Russian
Orthodox Layman’s League, and he served as editor of
“The Vine,” the newspaper of the Albanian Archdiocese,
and Dean of the Great Lakes Deanery.

On July 25, 2000, his wife, Sarah, reposed in Father
Nicholas’s arms following a bout with cancer. His Beat-
itude Metropolitan Theodosius presided at her funeral. It
was Father Nicholas’ excellence as a pastor, and parish
administrator that lead the Holy Synod of Bishops to
consider him for future leadership in the church.

Following the repose of his wife Sarah, Father Nich-
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olas spent an extended period of time at St. Tikhon’s
Seminary and Monastery, South Canaan, PA, extending
his studies, where he was tonsured to monastic orders
(prior to his episcopal election and consecration as
Bishop of Baltimore) on Friday and Saturday, May 24
and 25, 2002 at St. Tikhon Monastery.

Bishop Nikon was nominated as Bishop of Boston
at the Albanian Archdiocesan Assembly on October 10,
2003, and the Holy Synod elected him Bishop of Boston
on October 22, 2003. He served as administrator of the
Diocese of New England and was elected ruling bishop
during the fall session of the Holy Synod in October
2005. He was installed with a new title as Bishop of
Boston, New England and the Albanian Archdiocese by
His Beatitude Herman at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Bos-
ton on December 16 and 17 2005. As diocesan bishop,
Archbishop Nikon quickly established himself as an
excellent pastor to the clergy and their families under
his care, as well as a keen shepherd to the faithful of
the Albanian Diocese and the Diocese of New England.
His Eminence was especially dedicated to ministry to
college students. Often he would drop in unannounced
to OCF meetings at the University of Connecticut and
other chapters in his dioceses, providing in person sup-
port for the ministry, and taking the time to be pastorally
present with the students. His Eminence served as locum
tenens of the Diocese of the South from February 2011
until March 2015.

In addition to His Eminence’s Archpastoral Ministry,
he played an important role in the external relations of
the Orthodox Church in America through his close and
fraternal contacts with the Church of Albania, and His
Eminence, Archbishop Anastasios of Tirana, as well
as other bishops and clergy of the Albanian Orthodox
Church. His Eminence was a regular guest of Archbish-
op Anastasios and, in 2012, represented the Orthodox
Church in America at the 20th anniversary of the rees-
tablishment of the autocephalous Orthodox Church of
Albania and, in 2014, at the consecration of the Holy
Resurrection Cathedral in Tirana, Albania.

Archbishop Nikon was elevated to the rank of Arch-
bishop on May 9, 2012.

The Trisagion of Repose for His Eminence was cele-
brated at St. George Albanian Orthodox Cathedral, South
Boston, MA, on Wednesday, September 4. The Funeral
Service for a Hierarch was celebrated on Thursday, Sep-
tember 5, at Holy Trinity Orthodox Cathedral, Boston,
MA. The Hierarchical Divine Liturgy was celebrated
on Friday, September 6, by His Beatitude, Metropolitan
Tikhon and members of the Holy Synod with the Trisa-
gion for the Departed immediately following.

His Eminence was interred in Michigan where he
was laid to rest next to his wife Sarah.

May Archbishop Nikon’s memory be eternal!
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CoNCLUSIONS FROM PAN-ORTHODOX
MEETING ON HOMELESSNESS

NEW YORK [Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Amer-
ica] — On Friday, September 13,2019, ten Pan-Orthodox
organizations concluded a vibrant and productive meeting
on the crisis of homelessness. The twenty experts arrived
at the following common multi-faceted understanding:

As Orthodox Christians, we are called to love our
neighbors by feeding the hungry, clothing the naked,
visiting those in prison, etc. (Matthew 25:35-40) in a
relational way that recognizes the humanity of each
person. The value and dignity of each person must be
recognized in every moment of serving another human
being. Our theology and identity as Orthodox Christians
inspires and informs our witness as opposed to witness
for recruitment or proselytization. Instead, we must be the

Church and shine Christ’s love in our service to others
through Christ-centered empowerment, illuminated by
the relational nature of the Eucharist. We recognize that
we are each broken and are all spiritually homeless in
need of Christ. Beyond a physical house to find shelter
in, each person requires to be served as a whole human
being in need of a home; spiritually, mentally, physically
and emotionally with dignity and respect.

Furthermore, the group decided to reconvene once a
month via video conference to enhance Pan-Orthodox
humanitarian collaboration on the crisis of homelessness.
Any Orthodox Christian organization that is interested
in this initiative is encouraged to contact ecumenical@
goarch.org.

FIrRsT EVER MONASTIC ASSEMBLY OF
THE GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE

CONVENED

NEW YORK [Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Amer-
ica] — The first-ever Monastic Assembly of the Sacred
Monasteries of the Holy Archdiocese of America was
convened on the invitation of His Eminence Archbishop
Elpidophoros, September 21-22 at the Sacred Monastery
of Saint Nektarios in Roscoe, NY.

Abbots and abbesses of 18 Sacred Monasteries of
the Holy Archdiocese of America participated in this
assembly. In addition, the following hierarchs attended:
their Eminences Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver, Alex-
ios of Atlanta, Nathanael of Chicago, and their Graces
Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos, Apostolos of Medeia,
and Bishop Ierotheos of Eukarpia, Abbot of the Sacred
Patriarchal and Stavropegial Monastery of St. Irene
Chrysovalantou.

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
blessed the Assembly with an inspiring video message in
which he congratulated the Archbishop for his initiative
and encouraged him to continue to promote and support
the blessed Orthodox Monasteries in the USA. “Orthodox
monasteries express Christian authenticity, ‘what is
needed’ according to the faith concerning man and his
eternal destiny, within the pluralistic, technocratic, and
economically focused world of our age,” concluded the
Patriarch in his message.

At the conclusion of the inspirational opening ad-
dress of His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of
America—in which he made reference to the principles
and values of the monastic life as angelic life and the
observance of the word of the gospel—the following
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presentations were made:

1. Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta spoke about the
current General Regulations and the Regulations of
Internal Operations of the Sacred Monasteries of the
Holy Archdiocese.

2. V. Rev. Archimandrite Paisios, Abbot of the Sa-
cred Monastery of Saint Anthony spoke on the topic:
“Monasticism: The Apostolic Life.”

3. The Reverend Mother Superior Melani, Abbess of
the Sacred Monastery of Saint John Chrysostom spoke
on the topic: “Commentary of the Orthodox Monastic
Experience.”

The following points were raised during the discus-
sions that followed:

1. A desire was expressed to update the General
Regulations and the Regulations of Internal Operations
of the Sacred Monasteries of the Holy Archdiocese.
A period of time was requested in order to afford the
Sacred Monasteries to express their opinions on these
to the Archbishop and the members of the Holy Epar-
chial Synod.

2. The beneficent presence of Elder Ephraim, former
abbot of the Sacred Monastery of Philotheou on Mount
Athos, was raised, as was his great contribution to the
spreading and strengthening of monasticism in the USA.

3. The need to draft a Protocol for the Sacred
Monasteries in the USA was recognized.

4.1t was decided that the minutes from the Assembly
would be published in both Greek and English.

Cont. on page 16
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GRADUATION

- NINA A. DIACONESCU,
b daughter of Aristotle and Rod-
4 ica M. Diaconescu, and grand-
daughter of the late dean, the
V. Rev. Fr. Mircea and Psa.
Juliana Marinescu, graduated
with honors on May 18, 2019,
from the ivy league school,
the University of Pennsylva-
nia, with a M.S. degree in the
dual track School and Mental
Health Counseling program.
Nma also has been the Facebook administrator of
her Elkins Park, Pennsylvania, church (Descent of
the Holy Spirit Romanian Orthodox Church) for the
past four years. She is currently counseling children
and their families and is continuing her studies in
psychotherapy. May God bless her in her career and
continued studies.

First Ever Monastic ...

Cont. from page 15

5. Following the kind invitation of His Eminence
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco, it was de-
cided that the second Monastic Assembly will be held
at the Sacred Monastery of the Life-Giving Spring in
Fresno, CA, the days of October 9-11, 2020 with the
theme: “The spiritual inheritance of the blessed Elder
Joseph the Cave-dweller and his offering to Orthodox
monasticism in America.”

The Assembly culminated with the festal celebration
of the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, September 22 pre-
sided over by His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros
of America together with the Reverend Abbots of the
monasteries. In closing, thanks were expressed to His
Grace Bishop Apostolos, Chief Secretary of the Holy
Eparchial Synod, for organizing the Monastic Assem-
bly. Gratitude was also expressed to the V. Reverend
Archimandrite Joseph, Abbot of Sacred Monastery of
Saint Nektarios and his sacred brotherhood, for their
Abrahamic hospitality.

FinanCial Report Cont. from page 11

Nicole Cutean, Troy, MI.......ccccceeveiiireiniiieeiiiieeene $20.00
Dan & Corina Phillips, Wadsworth, OH................. $20.00
Irina Williams, Canton, MI.......cccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeannn. $20.00
Florica Zaharie, Belleville, MI .....ccceeveeveeeeeeeeeeenn. $20.00
Rev Fr Daniel Balan, New York, NY ..ccoooveveennnnnn. $20.00
Liz Glagola, Portage, IN........ccccooviieviieniieciie e, $20.00
Florentina MarcoOni .........ouuueeeeeeeiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeennn. $20.00
Veturia Nicula, Livonia, MI.........cccoooeeveiiiiiiiiinnnn... $20.00
Silvia Roman, Westland, MI...........ouueeeeeeeeeeeeennnn. $20.00

SChOlarShip eee Cont. from page 13

Science. She has excelled academically while at
Michigan State, maintaining a 3.5 GPA, while also
leading and taking part in programs outside of the
classroom. Elizabeth has served as a lead ambassa-
dor for the Women in Engineering K-12 Outreach at
MSU, served as a lead facilitator for the Engineering
Leadership Series, and has been an active member of
the Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) on cam-
pus. During the summers, she has also served as a
counselor and art director at Camp Vatra and shared
her talent of painting traditional Romanian Orthodox
icons on glass. One of her professors writes: “I have
encouraged her to pursue an engineering internship
and gain experience in the field, because I firmly
believe that she has the moxie and intelligence to be
one of the best in the field...[due to] her ability to
relate to others, her unrelenting work ethic, and the
capability to successfully assume positions of great
responsibility...”. In her personal statement, Elizabeth
writes: “It is my goal to challenge myself and acquire
new skills that will help me to excel in my career and
aid in the growth of the industry.”
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Pearl Jonascu, Westland, MI............cccooevvviineiinnnnnnn. $20.00
ANONYMOUS ..ot eiee e eree e e eereeeaeeeeneas $20.00
Florian Georgescu, Verona, NJ ...........cccccciiieinnnnns $20.00
Rodica Babut .......c.ocoviivviiiiiiiiiiiicieeie e $20.00
Gavril B oo $20.00
ANONYMOUS ..ottt et eee et e seaeeeaee e $20.00
ANONYMOUS ..ottt etee e eeree e e $20.00
Dale TalOS ...vveiuiieieieiieiieiee ettt $20.00
GlEZAN ... $10.00
Dan Placinta .......c.cccveevvieovieiieiie e $15.00
GUS TUIZA vt $10.00
Mary Gataiant.........coeevverveerrieneeneenreeeeeneeneeneenns $10.00
Mary Ann Kemp ....coooooviioiiiiiiiieiiiceeieeeiee e $10.00
Cristina Mititelu, Redford, MI........cccceevveeeeeeennnnn. $10.00
Juliana Subu, Springfield, VA ......cccccceiiiiiinninnnn. $10.00
ANONYIMOUS ..eeivieeiieeeiiie et eree e esereeeaeeeenees $10.00
ANONYMOUS ...ttt eteeeeee e eeeeeeneeere s e $10.00
ANONYMOUS ..ottt ettt ettt eteeesteeeseree e enes $2.00

— e s e s
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CONGRESUL ANUAL AL Episcorier 2019:
AFIRMA PREZENTUL $I CONSOLIDEAZA
VITORUL PRIN ALEGEREA DE
EPiScoP VICAR

In zilele de 30 august — 1 septembrie, 2019,
Catedrala Sf. Gheorghe a eparhiei noastre, situata
in Southfield, Michigan, a fost epicentrul unui
eveniment bisericesc cu reverberatie in intreaga
noastrd Episcopie Ortodoxda Roména din America,
adicd congresul anual al acestei dioceze sarbatorind
implinirea a 90 de ani de la infiintare Tn 1929. Eve-
nimentul s-a desfdsurat sub umbrela a doud teme:
intia, de naturd administrativa si a doua, alegerea
unui Episcop Vicar. Aceastd adunare nationald este
istoricd nu numai datoritd importantei hotararilor
ei, ci si datoritd desdvarsitei sale organizdri.
Sedinta Consiliului Episcopesc

O minunatd vreme, de sfarsit de august, de altfel, tipicd
vestului mijlociu al Americii, precum gi ospitalitatea
organizatorilor au procurat climatul optim pentru ca cei
211 reprezentanti ai parohiilor, manastirilor, misiunilor
si organizatiilor Episcopiei sd facd decizii istorice. Ei
au venit din Canada si din toate pdrtile Statelor Unite.
Hotelul Westin, care i-a cazat, a inceput sd se umple cu
romani-americani si canadieni inca de joi seara, cind
membrii consiliului episcopesc au sosit acolo pentru
sedinta pregititoare a consiliului, care a fost prezidata
de Inaltpreasfintitul Arhiepiscop NATHANIEL.
Conferinta Clerului

Lucrdrile ,,congresului” (asa au numit ctitorii epi-
scopiei aceastd adunare eparhiald) au fost premerse de
intrunirea clerului. Preoti, diaconi, monahi si monabhii,
peste 100 din totalul de 156 al episcopiei, au venit ca
sd ia parte la lucrdri. Mai intai, au fost prezentati preotii
noi $i s-au discutat chestiuni administrative necesare i
utile. Preotii tineri au fost indemnati sd se inscrie in
sistemul de pensii si sd-si clarifice unele intrebiri se
naturd practica. Participantii au avut apoi prilejul sd se
aprovizioneze cu formulare utile si cu noile registre de
botezuri, inmorméntdri §i cununii.

Sesiunile Congresului

Congresul anual administrativ a inceput vineri dupa
amiazd, dupd deliciosul pridnz pregitit cu pricepere
de doamnele parohiei. Dupa slujba Te-Deum-ului, in
spatioasa dar arhiplina sald a parohiei, Arpiepiscopul
NATHANIEL a tinut un discurs inaugural. Intre altele,
vorbitorul a informat pe delegati cd in decursul ultimilor
35 de ani, Episcopia s-a dublat ca marime, astdzi avand
69 de parohii, atat in SUA cat si 33 in Canada. Dupd
aceea, Inaltpreasfintia Sa a oferit o perspectiva istorica
a Episcopiei, ardtind ca aceastd este Episcopia infiintatd
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in 1929, dar care datorita comunismului, in 1947, s-a
desprins din Patriarhia Roménd, iar din anul 1970 face
parte din Biserica Ortodoxad din America.

Mai departe, clarificind, vorbitorul a spus cd “nu po-
litica bisericeasca ne tine Tmpreund, ci credinta noastrd
in Invierea lui Hristos”. Referindu-se apoi la cheltuielile
legale ale eparhiei, cauzate de unele tendinte centrifuge,
a spus: “Suntem ce suntem $i trebuie sd ne apdram.” in
concluzie, ierarhul nostru a urat Bun Venit delegatilor
parohiilor pentru efortul lor de a participa la aceste
lucrari. inaltpreasﬁngia Sa a multumit de asemenea
tuturor celor care slujesc Biserica. Cu un sentiment de
gratitudine pentru cei 39 de ani de episcopat a Ierarhului
lor, atat clerul cét si laicii prezenti au cantat iubitului
lor Terarh: “Intru multi ani!”.

Dupa aceea, congresul, prezidat de Parintele Ian Pa-
curar, Ph. D., a examinat rapoartele si a acordat mult
timp discutiilor, mai ales celor cu privire la administratie,
finante si educatia tinerilor. Raportul financiar anual a
fost verificat si de o companie externd de contabilitate,
Lally Group, CPA.

Riaspunzind necesitdtii de a crea un salariu pentru
un nou manager pentru Departamentul de Publicatii,
delegatii au aprobat in unanimitate marirea cu $10 per
capita a membriei platite de parohii, efectiv din 1 ianuarie
2020. Intre altele, congresul a luat noti si de progresul
colectdrii de fonduri pentru proiectul Generatiile Vetrei
, care este menit sa restaureze si sa conserveze clddirile
istorice ale Resedintei Episcopului si a Turnului Gri
(Grey Tower) de la Vatra. Congresul administrativ a fost
compartimentat in doud sesiuni, tinute vineri si simbata.
Spre finele lucrdrilor s-a ales noul Consiliu Episcopesc
si Tribunalul Bisericesc, care au si depus jurdmantul
de credintd si au ales functionarii pentru urmdtoarea
perioada de doi ani.

Cont. la pag 23
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DIN VIATA PAROHIILOR ...
I THK s

L
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Vizita istorica a Arhiepiscopului Nathaniel la Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada cu ocazia hramului Misiunii Sf. Ier. Varlaam -
25 august 2019 - Paroh: Pr Prof Dr Cezar Pelin.

105th Anniversary of '
St Elias Parish,
Ellwood City, PA - &
August 4, 2019 - =#
Parish Priest /4

Aniversarea de 115 ani a Catedralei Sfanta Maria din
Cleveland, OH - Pr. Remus si Dna Preoteasa Elena

Grama primind gramata din partea Arhiepiscopului Aniversarea de 65 de ani a Parohiei Sf. Gheorghe, Toronto - 15 septem-
Nathaniel la implinirea a 30 de ani de slujire la brie -2019 - Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel si Pr Paroh Ioan Bunea impreuni
Cleveland - 29 septembrie 2019. cu tineri din parohie.

Aniversarea de 100 de ani a Parohiei Sf Ioan Botezatorul, Shell Valley, Manitoba, Canada - 7 iulie 2019 - peste 500 de credinciosi
veniti din toatd Canada au participat la acest eveniment.

18 RUGATI-VA SI LUCRATI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXA IN AMERICA DE NORD SOLIA JUL-SEPT 2019



Credinciosii si
preotii impreuni
cu Arhiepiscopul

. Nathaniel la
aniversarea

W de 80 de ani a
Parohiei Nagterea
Domnului,
Chicago, IL,-
22 septembrie 2019
- Pr Paroh Ioan
Lupescu.

vizita la RS B

Parohia Invierea
Domnului din
Hayward, CA cu
ocazia sfintirii
iconostasului si a
anversarii de 60
de ani -

18 august 2019

- Pr Paroh
Octavian Mahler.

Aniversarea de 50
de ani a Parohiei Sf
Maria, Calgary,
Alberta, Canada -
21 iulie 2019

- Pr. Paroh Lucian
Constantin.

Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel la slujba Paraclisului Maicii Domnului
in Parohia Sf Cruce, San Jose, CA - 18 august 2019 - Pr. Paroh Rugiciune in Catedrala Veche din San Francisco unde a slujit Sf
Constantin Lapustea. Ioan Maximovici.
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TruPUL ST SANGELE Lur HRISTOS
IZvOR DE VIATA VESNICA

,» Adevirat, adevdrat zic voud, dacd nu veti manca trupul Fiului Omului
si nu veti bea sangele Lui, nu veti avea viatd in voi”. (Ioan 6.53)

,»Frumos era la vedere si bun la méncare rodul ce m-a omorat.
Hristos este pomul vietii, din care mancand, nu mor, ci strig cu talharul:
Pomeneste-ma, Doamne, cind vei veni intru Imparatla Ta!” (Octoihul Mare, p. 587)

Cele doua texte, care servesc drept Motto al aces-
tui material, vorbesc despre unul si acelasi adevar:
Impartasuea cu Trupul si Sangele lui Hristos conditie
sine qua non a vietii celei vesnice.

Subiectul abordat in rindurile care urmeaza nu este
unul nou. S-a mais cris pe marginea lui, i nu de putine
ori, fie lapidar si ocazional, fie n mod sistematic si
academic. Este un subiect actual si astdzi: Imparta51rea
cu Sfintele Taine. Cum si se administreze aceasta
credinciosului? Mai des sau mai rar? Din punctul
de vedere al frecventei, gdsim In practica slujitorilor
nostri aceste doud tendinte - de a Indruma credinciosii
sd se Tmpdrtageascd mai rar sau, respectiv, mai des.

Cu siguranta cd cele doud directii mentionate au ca
punct de plecare doud perspective asupra necesitatii si
importantei Sfintei Imparatsanii. Ce reprezinta Sfanta
Impartasanle‘7 O medalie, un premiu, care se acorda
unui credincios virtuos, care ,,meritd” Impartasama"
sau un medicament, un antidot, care se prescrie unui
credincios, ce se afld intr-o luptd permanentd cu
virusii pacatului? lar, pe de altd parte, noi stim ca
fiecare credincios, care doreste sd mosteneascd viata
cea vesnica, este in plina luptd cu pacatul, céte zile 1i
sunt hdrdzite sd trdiascd pe acest pdmant.

Referitor la aceasta ,,dilema”, in anul 2006, a
apdrut n limba romana o lucrare monumentala, care,
in cuprinsul celor 532 de pagini, contine mdrturii
ale Sfintilor Pdrinti ai Bisericii. Cartea poarta titlul
Impartdgirea continud cu Sfintele Taine. Dosarul unei
controverse - marturiile Traditiei, cel care a tradus-o
si s-a ingrijit de aparitia ei fiind Pirintele Diacon
Ioan I. Ica jr.

Avand in vedere cd spatiul este limitat, propunem
in randurile urmatoare doar cateva referiri asupra
importantei impérété§irii cat mai dese cu Sfintele
Taine, referiri preluate din marturiile Traditiei $i care
urmeaza structura lucrarii Pdrintelui Ica.

Canoane din secolul al I'V-lea
Canonul 8 apostolic:

»Dacd vreun episcop sau presbiter sau diacon sau
vreunul (altul) din catalogul clerului, aducandu-se
Sfanta Jertfa (savarsindu-se Sfanta Liturghie), nu s-ar
impartdsi, sd spund cauza. i dacd ea ar fi binecuvantata,
sd aibd iertare; iar de n-ar spune-o, sa se afuriseasca,
ca unul ce s-a facut vinovat de tulburarea poporului
(sminteald) si a facut sd se nasca bdnuiald impotriva
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celui care a adus (sfanta jertfd) ca si cand acesta nu
ar fi adus-o dupad randuiald (in mod valid)”
Canonul 9 apostolic:

»Toti credinciosii care intrd (in bisericd) si asculta
scripturile, dar nu rdman la rugdciune (slujba) si la
Sfanta impdartdsanie, aceia trebuie sd se afuriseascd,
ca facand neordnduiald in biserica”.

Canonul 2 Antiohia (431):

»loti cei ce intrd Tn Biserica si ascultd Sfintele
Scripturi, dar nu participa la rugdciune impreund cu
poporul, sau se feresc de participare la Sfanta Eu-
haristie potrivit oarecdrei neranduieli, acestia sd se
lepede din Bisericd, pand cind nu se vor madrturisi si
nu vor ardta roduri de pocdintd, si atunci rugandu-se,
vor putea primi iertare [...]”

Dupa cum observam, in cele trei Canoane mentionate,
atat clerul, cét si credinciosii sunt chemati la Sfanta
Impartasanle in mod concret - de a se 1mparta51 De
altfel, Sfanta Liturghie 1si atinge scopul savirsirii, toc-
mai in impartdsirea credinciosilor. Randuiala pregatirii
darurilor de paine si vin (Proscomidia), anterioard
Sfintei Liturghii, se desdvarseste sau putem spune ca
isi implineste rostul n momentul impartdsirii clerului
sluptor al credinciosilor si turndrii tuturor miridelor
de pe Disc 1n Sfantul Sange ce se afli in Potir. In
acel moment, gdsim comuniunea deplina dintre preotul
slujitor (ca pontif), credinciosi (prezenti fizic si prezenti
in pomelnlcele oferite), cei trecuti deja la Domnul,
Ingerl si Sfinti - toti scdldandu-se in Sangele Sfant al
lui Hrlstos, cel datator de viatd vesnica.

»Prezentul canon - spune Ioan Zonaras, Canonist din
secolul al 12-lea -, cere ca, atunci cind se savargeste
Jertfa euharistica, toti sd stdruie pand la sfarsit, in
rugiciune si in Sfanta Impartisire. Fiindci pe atunci
se cerea $i laicilor sd se impdrtdseascd Incontinuu,
cdci existd un canon [11] al Sinodului de la Sardica
si un altul [80] al celui din Trullo, care spune ca, daca
cineva aflat de fatd nu s-ar Tmpartdsi trei duminici la
rand, sd fie indepdrtat. Drept pentru care si prezen-
tul canon (Canonul 2 al Sinodului de la Antiohia) i
indepdrteaza pe cei ce nu rdman pand la sfarsit ca unii
care tulburd randuiala”.

Sfantul Vasile Cel Mare, Despre Cuminecare (Epis-
tola 93)

,»Bun si folositor lucru este a ne cumineca si Tmpartasi
in fiecare zi cu Sfantul Trup si Sange al lui Hristos,
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intrucat El insusi spune: Cine mdndncd Trupul Meu §i
bea Sdngele Meu are viatd vesnicd (Ioan 6.54). Caci
cine se indoieste cd, faptul de a te impdrtdsi incontinuu
de viatd, nu e nimic altceva, decit a fi de mai multe
ori viu? Noi ne cuminecam de patru ori pe saptdmana:
duminica, miercurea, vinerea si simbdta, precum si in
celelalte zile, dacd e pomenirea vreunui sfant”.

Si Sf. Vasile cel Mare subliniazd si aratd importanta
impartdsirii dese cu Sfintele Taine. Din punctul lui
de vedere, dacd vrem sd mostenim viata cea vesnicd,
dacd vrem ca sd dobandim viatd in noi ingine, trebuie
cat mai des sd accesdm sursa vietii, care este Hristos
Dumnezeu. Asa cum cdmasa Botezeului se intineaza
in timp si se murddreste, datoritd pacatelor savarsite,
dar se curdtd prin Taina Spovedaniei, tot asa, nu putem
sd mentinem viata in noi, dacd nu rdimanem conectati
la sursa vietii - Hristos. Adam si Eva se bucurau de
Gradina Raiului, datoritd comuniunii lor cu Dumnezeu
si convorbirii cu El, In mod permanent. Pe de alta parte,
Mantuitorul ne asigurd cd Raiul Tncepe incd de aici,
de pe pamant, in inima noastrd, a fiecdruia. Dar, in
aceastd inimd, trebuie ca omul sd se Intilneascd si sa
rdméand impreund cu Hristos; in aceastd inimd, trebuie
concretizatd §i permanentizatd sinergia om-Dumnezeu.

Cuminecarea continua in monahismul secolului I'V
»Am vidzut in Tebaida, in hotarele Hermopolisului,
un barbat sfant pe nume Apollo. El avea méandstiri sub
munte si era parinte a 500 de monahi. Era faimos in
Tebaida si avea lucruri mari, iar Domnul facea prin el
multe puteri si tot felul de semne se sdvarseau prin el.
Fratii, care erau cu el, nu gustau hrand, inainte de a
se cumineca cu Euharistia lui Hristos. Ficeau aceasta
in fiecare zi, la ceasul al noudlea. Si pranzind astfel,
sedeau ascultandu-1, invatand toate poruncile, pana
la primul somn. Dupd care unii dintre ei se retrigeau
in pustiu rostind pe de rost Scripturi toatd noaptea,
iar altii staruiau acolo laudand pe Dumnezeu in imne
neincetate pand la ziud; eu insumi i-am vazut incepand
imnele seara si neincetand cintarea pana in zori”.

Vedem i in practica monahald importanta si necesi-
tatea impdratsirii dese cu Sfintele Taine. La inceputul
articolului de fata, mentionam cd existd doua perspective
cu privire la acordarea Impdrtdganiei - recompensd
sau medicament. Sfantul Ignatie Teoforul este foarte
clar 1n aceasta privintd, spunind cd ,,impdrtdsania este
medicament al nemuririi”. De aceea, el ne indruma :
»darguiti-va, dar, s vd adunati mai des pentru Euharis-
tia lui Dumnezeu spre slava Lui. Cand va adunati des,
sunt nimicite puterile satanei, iar prin unirea credintei
voastre se risipeste prapddul lui”. Deci, avand in vedere
ca firea omului de dupd pdcatul strimosesc este una
inclinata spre pdcat, este de la sine inteles cd, pentru
a sldbi puterile diavolului, pentru a intoarce indarat
ispitele din partea lumii si pentru a ne fortifica noi
insine, trebuie sd ne Tmpdrtasim cu Trupul si Sangele
lui Hristos si nu rar.

,Despre Piinea cea spre fiintd sau de toate zilele.
Painea noastrd cea spre fiintd dd-ne-o noud astdzi
inseamnad calitatea nobletei si fiintei ei, prin care e
mai presus de toate fiintele, iar indltimea maretiei si
sfintirii ei intrece toate fapturile; iar cea de-a doua
exprimad Tnsugirea folosului si utilitatii ei. Caci atunci
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cand spune cea de toate zilele, aratd cd fard ea n-am
putea duce nicio zi viata duhovniceascd. lar cand
spune astdzi, aratd ca trebuie luatd 1n fiecare zi si ca
ddruirea ei de ieri nu e de ajuns, dacd nu ne-ar fi data
in chip asemanator si astdzi. Lipsa ei zilnica sd ne fie
un avertisment cd trebuie sd facem aceastd rugiciune
tot timpul, fiindcd nu e zi in care sd nu avem nevoie sa
ne intdrim inima omului nostru lduntric prin méncarea
si primirea ei. (Sf. loan Casian — Din convorbirile cu
Pdrintii din Egipt)

Cuviosul Teodor Studitul, S3 nu fim cu nepisare fata
de impirtasirea Sfintelor Taine (Cateheza micd 107)

,Fratii mei, avem nevoie de rugiciunile unora pentru
altii, de pomenirile intreolaltd. Mult pot lacrimile,
strdpungerea inimii si Tnainte de toate, impartdsirea
Sfintelor Taine. Vazandu-va nepasdtori fatd de ea, tare
ma mir ca, daca duminica va vad venind la Taine,
in altd zi, dacd se face Liturghie, nu va inghesuiti
nicicum. Degi in mdndstire ar fi cu putintd celui ce
vrea sd se cuminece In fiecare zi, acum intimpinarea
ei e mai rard si chiar deloc.

Spun acestea nu pur si simplu, ca voind si veniti
la intAmplare, céci std scris: ,,58 se pund la incercare
omul pe sine insusi, $i asa sd madnance din aceastd
Péine si sd bea din acest Pahar; cdci cine mdnanca si
bea cu nevrednicie, osandd Tnsdsi 1si manancd si bea,
nedeosebit Trupul Domnului» (1 Cor. 11.28-29). Nu
spun deci aceasta - sa nu fie! -, ci ca prin dorinta cu-
minecdrii, sd ne curdtim pe noi ingine si sd ne facem
vrednici de acest dar, pe cit e cu putintd, cdci Painea
care std Tnainte e o Tmpartagire de Viata”.

Prin impértésire dobéandim iertarea pacatelor, crestem
duhovniceste si gustdm anticipat din ospagul vesnic al
Imparapel Tui Dumnezeu. Ne inmultim pasn care duc
spre Imparapa vietii vesnice. Asa rostim si in cadrul
Sfintei Liturghii - ,,... dd-ne noud sd ne irAnpértﬁ§im
cu Tine pe deplin in ziua cea neinserata a Imparatiei
Tale”. Vede, de asemenea, cd frecventa primirii Sfintei
Impartasann este strans legatd de Taina Sfintei Spove-
danii. Insu51 Sfantul Apostol Pavel atrage atentia asupra
aceastui aspect Bisericd recomandd §i ea primirea
Tainei, ori de céte ori simte nevoia credinciosul. Insi
si duhovnicul are un rol important. Intalnim credinciosi
care, din smerenie, considerandu-se nevrednici, nu ar
dori sd se impdrtdseascd, sd spunem, mai des. Insi, si
aici, putem gasi un risc, la un moment dat. Din prea
multd smerenie, s-ar putea ca diavolul sd ne indepartdeze
pentru o perioadd foarte lungad de Trupul lui Hristos.
Povatuirile din Liturghier prevdd urmatoarele: ,,De va
fi cu putintd la marile praznice, negresit in cele patru
posturi de peste an, iar de vor vrea sd se apropie de
Sfanta impértég,anie si afard de aceste termene, sd se
pregdteascd dupd randuiald”. Deci, dacd respectim
recomanddrile Liturghierului, vom vedea cd avem o
frecventd a impérté§irii de aproximativ o datd pe luna.

Pe langd aceasta, credinciosii mai evlaviosi obis-
nuiesc a cere preotului sd se impartdseascd in diferite
momente concrete ale vietii: in preajma unei célatorii,
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in caz de suferintd si boald, la ziua onomasticd, la
hramul bisericii parohiale, etc.

Sfantul Simeon Noul Teolog, impérte”@ire continud
cu lacrimi si stripungerea inimii

»latd si regimul de fiecare zi al acestui om de o
curdtie extrema: Painea facdtoare de viatd si scumpul
Séange al lui Hristos, ierburi si seminte comestibile; cici
cu acestea 1si sustinea viata trupului sdu, negustand
nimic altceva in celelalte zile ale saptdmanii afara de
duminica, iar in zilele de sdrbdtoare lua parte la masa
comund Tmpreund cu fratii cu fata trista si strdpungere
a inimii neincetatd, dupd care multumind se ridica
impreunad cu ei si fugind in chilie Tncuia usile in urma
lui si stdtea in picioare la rugdciune”.

in acceptiunea Sf. Simeon Noul Teolog, vedem
cd Imparta51rea face parte din ,,regimul zilnic”. Deci
vorbim de o prescriptie, de un lucru imperios necesar.
Pentru a ajunge la o ,,curatlre extrema”, ne trebuie
un ,regim de fiecare zi”, nu cand si cand. Pentru
sustinerea vietii, in sensul deplin al ei, este nevoie,
asa cum spunea si Sf. Ciprian, de Impartasame de
pdinea ce aspre ﬁm;a.

Sfantul Grigorie Palama, Marturisire si impérta“@ire
(Omilia 56)

»Sa ne amestecdm sangele cu Sangele lui Dumnezeu,
ca sa stergem stricdciunea din el, fiindcd mult si negrait
folos e in acest Sange. El ne face noi, in loc de vechi,
si vesnici, in loc de vremelnici; ne face nemuritori si
vesnic Infloritori, ca niste pomi saditi 1anga curgerile
apelor (Ps. 1.3) dumnezeiescului Duh, din care se
aduna rod spre viatd vesnicd. Céci din rai tdsnea un
izvor sensibil si addpa fata pdmantului ndscand rauri
sensibile (Facerea 2.10); dar din aceasta Sfanta Masa,
pe care, potrivit psalmistului, Hristos ne-a gatit-o Tm-
potriva demonilor si patimilor, care ne necdjesc (Ps.
22.5),tasneste un izvor care naste izvoare duhovnicesti,
adapd suflete, le urca pand la cer si intoarce ochii
ingerilor spre frumusetea 1n care se vede diversitatea
intelepciunii lui Dumnezeu (Efes. 3.10), 1i aduce sa
doreasca sd se plece spre cele ddruite noud printr-un
asemenea Sange”

Ca sd ajungem sa putem spune ca si Sf. Ap. Pavel
cd nu mai trdim noi, ci Hristos trdieste n noi, trebuie
ca prin venele noastre, asa cum spune Sf. Grigorie
Palama, sa curgd Sangele lui Hristos. Trupul nostru,
inclinat spre pécat, are nevoie permanentd de trans-
fuzie, reinoire cu Sangele Mantuitorului.

Si Sfantul Chiril al Alexandriei vine i Intdreste
aceastd idee: ,,Gandeste-te sd duci o viatd binecredinciosa
si asa crezand, te vei impartasi cu binecuvantarea care
alungd nu numai moartea, ci si bolile din noi, caci
venind Hristos in noi sldbegte legea care stapaneste in
mod salbatic Tn madularele trupului nostru, invioreaza
evlavia fatd de Dumnezeu si omoard patimile, netinand
seama de pdcatele in care ne aflam, ci videcindu-ne
mai degrabd ca pe niste bolnavi. Caci Intdreste pe cel
zdrobit, ridicad pe cel cdzut ca un pastor bun care-Si
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pune sufletul pentru oile Sale”.

Calist §i Ignatie Xanthopol, Cuminecare continua
si cu constiintd curati (Metoda 91-92)

»Nimic nu conlucreazad si nu contribuie astfel la
curdtirea sufletului, la luminarea mintii si sfintirea
trupului, si la transformarea mai dumnezeiasca si
nemurirea amandurora, ca si la indepdrtarea patimi-
lor si demonilor sau, mai potrivit spus, la unirea si
contactul si amestecul dumnezeiesc si suprafiresc cu
Dumnezeu, ca Tmpdrtdsirea si cuminecarea continua,
pe cat e cu putintd omului, din inima si dispozitie
sincerd, cu sfintele, preacuratele, nemuritoarele si de
viatd facdtoarele Taine, cu Tnsusi scumpul Trup si
Sange al Domnului si Dumnezeului si Mantuitorului
nostru lisus Hristos”

Sigur cd credinciosul nu trebuie fortat, impotriva
vointei lui, de a se impdrtdsi cu Sfintele Taine, Tnsd
trebuie invdtat si trebuie indrumat spre aceasta. De
multe este intalnitd in popor vorba cd, dacd preotul a
mers la cineva bolnav si l-a impartasit, sfarsitul celui
suferind i este aproape. O perceptie total gresitd. Ce
putem spune dar, in cazul preotilor, care se Tmpartdsesc
in fiecare duminica si sdrbdtoare, atunci cand savarsesc
Sfanta L1turghle si sunt totusi vii? De ce, dar ne in-
demnd copiii la 1mparta51t‘? Impartasama este hrana,
este merinde pentru cdldtoria cdtre vesnicie.

,Intrucat suntem dubli si compU§1 §1 na§terea noastra
trebuie sd fie dubld. Asemenea si mancarea compusa.
Asadar, nagterea ni se da prin apd si prin Duh, iar
mancarea e insdsi Pdinea Vietii, Domnul nostru lisus
Hristos, Care S-a pogorat din cer. Si asa cum la Botez,
intrucat oamenii au obiceiul de a se spdla cu apd si a
se unge cu untdelemn, a unit cu untdelemnul si apa
harul Duhului si a facut-o baie a nasterii din nou, tot
asa, Intrucat avem obiceiul de a manca pdine si de a
bea apd si vin, a unit cu ele dumnezeirea Lui si le-a
facut Trupul si Sangele Lui, ca prin cele obignuite si
potrivit firii sd ajungem in cele mai presus de fire”
(Sf. Ioan Damaschinul).

,,E necesar sd Tnvatdm ce este minunea Tainelor si
pentru ce s-au dat, si care e folosul lucrului. Suntem
un trup (Romani 12.15) si madulare ale trupului Dom-
nului nostru lisus Hristos si din vasele Lui. lar cei
care au fost invatati in acestea, sd urmeze celor spuse.
Deci, ca sd nu devenim aceasta numai prin iubire, ci
sd ne amestecdm Tn mod real cu acel trup, acest lucru
are loc prin hrand, pe care ne-a ddruit-o vrand sa ne
arate dorul pe care-1 are fatd de noi. De aceea S-a
amestecat pe Sine Insusi cu noi i a amestecat trupul
Lui n noi, ca sd devenim un trup unit cu Capul, cici
acest lucru e propriu celor ce se doresc cu tarie” (Sf.
Ioan Gura de Aur).

De multe ori, nici noi, ca preoti slujitori, nu intele-
gem pe deplin rolul si rostul Sfintei Impartasanii. De
multe ori, ne erijam in stapani peste Trupul lui Hristos.
Sigur cd preotul trebuie sd se Tmpartdgeasca la fiecare
Liturghie, dar aceasta nu Tnseamnad ca el este vrednic
la fiecare Liturghie. Bineinteles ca preotul trebuie sd
vegheze asupra celor ce vin spre impartdsanie, dar nu
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trebuie sd puna altora sarcini, pe care nici el nu le duce.

Iatd ce gasim scris in Pateric: ,,Joan din Bostra,
barbat sfant si avand putere impotriva duhurilor ne-
curate, a intrebat niste demoni care locuiau in niste
oameni: De care lucruri va temeti de la crestini? lar ei
i-au spus: Aveti intr-adevar trei lucruri mari: unul pe
care-1 purtati la gatul vostru, altul cu care va spalati
in bisericd si altul pe care-1 méancati In adunare. Si
intrebandu-i iardsi: De acestea trei de care va temeti
mai mult? Iar ei au rdspuns: Daca ati pazi bine lucrul
cu care va Tmpdartdsiti, nimeni dintre noi n-ar putea
face nedreptate vreunui crestin. Iar lucrurile de care
dugmanii se tem cel mai mult sunt: crucea, botezul
si cuminecdtura”.

Sfanta Tmpértésanie nu reprezintd numai hrana sau
medicament, ci si o formd de marturisire a credintei
si a lui Hristos, 1mphclt El Insu51 spune cd, ori- de-
cte-ori vom manca din Trupul Lui si vom bea din
Sangele Lui, moartea si fnvierea Lui vom vesti. Pe
de altd parte, ne §i cere ca aceasta sd o facem spre
pomenirea Lui. Dec1 Impartasuea este si un act de
madrturisire: Ci veti lua putere, venind Duhul Sfant
peste voi, si Imi Vetl fi Mie martori in lerusalim si
in toatd Tudeea si in Samaria si pand la marginea

pdmantului (Fapte 1.8). Sd nu uitdm ca preotul (si n
vechime, chiar si credinciosul), dupd Tmpartasire, sarutd
Potirul, spre a marturisi cd Hristos cel din Potir este
Unul si Acelasi cu Hristos, cel din icoana de pe Potir,
cel propovaduit. Mai mult decat atat, inainte de actul
impértésaniei preotul, Tmpreund cu cei care vin la
Potir, rostesc oruga01une/martur1s1re ,,Cred, Doamne,
si mdrturisesc...”. Iar dupd Impartas1re credinciosii
canta: ,,Am vazut lumina cea adevarata, am pr1m1t
Duhul cel ceresc, am aflat credinta cea adevarata..

In aceasti ordine de idei, daci facem din nou
recurs la Sfanta Scripturd, la Pilda celor 10 Fecioare,
vedem ca Hristos le spune celor 5 neintelepte cd nu le
cunoagte. De fapt, Mantuitorul Hristos ne transmite cd
El Insu51 nu se mai recunoaste ca si Chip/Arhetip al
acelor fecioare. Datoritd neghjengel si indiferentei lor,
chipul lui Dumnezeu din ele s-a Intunecat si estompat
atat de mult, incat nu mai corespunde cu ceea ce a fost
la inceput. Or, prin Impartasanle ne remtreglm chipul
lui Dumnezeu din noi, pastrim comuniunea cu Hristos
si putem, incd de aici si de acum, sd pdsim la brat
cu Dumnezeu, ca odinioara Adam 1n grddina Raiului.

Pr Prof Dr Cezar Pelin,
Misiunea Sf Varlaam, New Brunswick, Canada

[ L L

Congresul Episcopiei ...
Cont. de la pag 17
Sesiunea Electorala

Cea mai deosebitd parte a congresului a fost sesiunea
electorald, convocatd ca sd aleagd — potrivit legiuirilor
Eparhiei — un Episcop Vicar. Numairul delegatilor pre-
zenti la aceastd sesiune a fost impresionant: 211! — cel
mai mare numdr de delegati vdzut vreodatd. Candidatul,
Prea Cucernicul Parinte Dan Hoarste, Doctor in Teologie
al Institutului Pontifical Oriental din Roma, a fost ales
cu entuziasm. Pdrintele Dan, care este deja cunoscut
cititorilor nostri din paginile revistei Solia. In prezent,
dansul serveste ca Vicar Administrativ, pentru Canada si
activeazd in cadrul Departamentului de Educatie. Dupd
numadrarea biletelor de votare, cu o vizibild emotie, noul
ales a fost adus in Catedrald de Prea Cucernicul Pdrinte
Laurentiu Lazar, Secretar al Consiliului Episcopesc, in
ovatia tuturor. Noul ales a vorbit multumind Inaltpreas-
ﬁngltulm Arhiepiscop NATHANIEL si tuturor celor ce
l-au ales spre slujirea Bisericii, pentru incredere, cerand
ajutorul lui Dumnezeu. In continuare, si-a marturisit
speranta ca, in viitor, sd aibd o continud colaborare si
sprijin, din partea tuturor. Desi a fost deja cercetat cano-
nic de Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe din America,
ipopsifiul (gr., nou-propus) urmeaza ca sd fie ales de
cdtre Sfantul Sinod, in cursul lunii noiembrie. Sfintirea
sa intru Episcop va fi programatd si anuntatd ulterior.
Slujbe si Sfintirea Clopotului Aniversar

Pe durata congresului, serviciile religioase si
raspunsurile la strand au fost oficiate, prin rotatie, de
preotii episcopiei. Corul Catedralei, dirijat de Ipodiaconul
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John Lazar, a fost dinamic si armonios. Deosebite au fost
si primirea oferitd delegatilor de enoriasii Catedralei,
pdstoriti cu ddruire de Pdrintele Laurentiu si onorata D-na
Preoteasd Anita Lazar. Sfanta Liturghie Arhiereascd, de
duminicd, a fost sdvarsita de inaltpreasﬁn;itulArhiepiscop
NATHANIEL si circa 50 de preoti si diaconi, care au
ramas pand la sfargit. Dupd liturghie s-a sfintit clopotul
de bronz ddruit de cdtre Liviu si Aurelia Costin din
Humble, Texas, In onoarea celei de a 90-a aniversari
a Episcopiei. Acest clopot a fost adus din Romania,
confectionat de Compania Blotor Bells si urmeaza si
fie instalat in clopotnita de la Vatra Roméneasca.
Banchetul Festiv

in sala parohiei, a avut loc o masa festivd, la care au
luat parte numerosi crestini ortodocsi veniti de “departe
si de aproape” (Efes.2,17). O fotografie imensd de la
intaiul congress al Episcopiei (1929), gdzduit de aceeasi
parohie, a constituit fundalul momentului, accentuind
vizual Tn mintea privitorului aniversarea sdrbdatoritd.
Corul parohiei a oferit cateva tndltdtoare cantdri liturgice.
Apoi, Parintele Vicar Dan Hoarste a fost prezentat din
nou delegatilor cat si oaspetilor, adresdndu-se audientei
in limbile engleza si roménd si multumind tuturor.
Albumul Comemorativ

Cu acest prilej, participantii au primit un exemplar
din noul album fotografic comemorativ intitulat “Epi-
scopia Ortodoxd Romand din America, 1929-2019”, care
contine fotografii ale tuturor parohiilor si mandstirilor
si ale clerului Episcopiei. Memorabilul volum este pre-
cedat de un scurt istoric al episcopiei, semnat de inalt
Preasfintitul Pirinte NATHANIEL. Acest album poate

Cont. la pag 24
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CRUCEA: CEA MA1
BUNA CARTE

“Cine va voi sa-si scape sufletul, 1l va pierde, iar
cine va pierde sufletul sdu pentru Mine si pentru
Evanghelie, acela il va scdpa” (Marcu 8§, 35)

Aceste cuvinte rostite de Mantuitorul Hristos pot
starni multe nedumeriri n noi. Noi vrem sd ne mant-
uim sufletul, iar Domnul ne spune cd dacd vom face
acest lucru il vom pierde si cd pentru a ne mantui
sufletul e nevoie sd ni-1 pierdem. Ce Tnseamna asta?
Cum intelegem, si cum ne insusim aceste cuvinte?

Cert este cd Mantuitorul Hristos nu a starnit nicio-
dati contradictii. Tatd cum Domnul Insusi ne di un
raspuns la nedumerirea noastra: : “Dacd vrea cineva sa
vind dupd Mine, sd se lepede de sine, sd-si ia crucea
si sd-Mi urmeze Mie” (Matei 16,24). Dacd implinim
acest lucru, Dumnezeu ne va numdra cu alesii Lui.
Cum sd implinim aceste cuvinte ale lui Hristos? Ce
inseamna lepddarea de sine?

Ca sd ne lepdddm de noi ingine, trebuie sd lepddam
propria intelegere a cdilor vietii. Nu trebuie sd avem
incredere in propriile noastre insusiri. Trebuie sd ne
lepdddm deplin de ratiunea noastra, de vointa noastrd.
Dacd aceastd cerintd ni se pare ciudatd i cu neputintd
de implinit, sd ne gandim cd atunci cand un ucenic
invatd meseria pe langd un mester, el trebuie sd se
lase indrumat de acesta in cel mai desdvarsit sens al
cuvantului. El nu trebuie sd cuteze sd vind cu nimic
de la sine, folosind metode proprii de lucru, ci sa
implineasca fiecare iotd din Indrumarile mesterului si
sa lucreze neabdtut dupd cum spune mesterul.

Dogmatica Bisericii noastre ne invata ca “nu putem
nici sd voim, nici sa lucram pentru Mantuirea noastra”.
Iatd cat de nepunciosi suntem noi ca oameni! latd
cum se adeveresc cuvintele Mantuitorului intocmai,
si anume “...fdrd Mine nu puteti face nimic”. Sa-L
rugdm pe Dumnezeu sd ne cdlduzeasca pasii, sd ne
ilumineze, sd ne ajute sd ne dam seama cat de mult
avem nevoie de El! Dumnezeu are inimd de mama.
Face tot posibilul sd ne castige! Va rdméne, oare,
indiferent la rugdciunile noastre cétre EI? Nicidecum!

Mantuitorul Hristos ne spune sd ne uram sufletul
pentru ca in sufletul nostru colcdie serpi! Oare nu ne
ferim de serpi? Vom iubi gerpii care se cuibdresc in
inima noastrd? Acesti serpi trebuie scosi afard din
inima noastrd, pentru cd Dumnezeu vrea doar ce este
al Lui - vrea inima si sufletul nostru curat.

Dacd introducem focul in aceastd ecuatie, serpii vor
pleca! Focul, in sensul patristic al cuvéntului, curdta!
Dumnezeu Insusi ne spune acest lucru prin gura rege-
lui Solomon (Pilde 27: 21). Trecand prin “cuptorul”
acestei vieti cu nddejdea mantuirii si cu luarea aminte
de pdcatosenia si neputinta noastrd, Dumnezeu se va
milostivi de noi $i ne va mantui!

Doresc sd Inchei cu o pildd frumoasd pe care am
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citit-o cu ani in urma - o pildd pe care nu o voi uita
niciodatd! Se spune ca o datd, un tandr s-a dus odata
la o mandstire sd-i ceard sfat unui cdlugar batran.
Tandrul l-a rugat pe acel avva sd-i dea o carte din
care poate invidta cel mai bine cum trebuie si fie un
crestin. Cdlugarul i-a spus cd are o asemenea carte
in chilia sa si s-a dus sd o aducd. Dupa cateva clipe,
s-a Intors tindnd Tn mina o cruce pe care i-a Intins-o
tanarului. Vazandu-l1 mirat, i-a spus: “Fiule, crucea
este cea mai de seama invatitura pe care Dumnezeu
i-a dat-o omului. Pentru noi, Mantuitorul S-a jertfit
pe cruce, ardtindu-ne astfel ce inseamna sd iubesti,
fiindca a facut acest lucru din dragoste pentru oameni.
Crucea inseamna tocmai calea pe care omul ajunge
la iubire, adicd la Dumnezeu. Cel ce stie sd-si poarte
crucea, poartd cu el, in acelasi timp, harul si iubirea
Domnului. De aceea, crucea nu este o povard, ci o
bucurie; cand te daruiesti celui drag, nu o faci cu
tristete si cu retinere, ci cu bucurie §i entuziasm.
Crucea inseamna, deci, curaj, rabdare, dar, mai ales,
dragoste. Doreai o carte pe care sd o citesti cu ochii
si a cdrei Tnvatdturd sd iti lumineze mintea. latd, in
schimb, crucea - o carte pe care o vei citi cu sufletul
si a cdrei invataturd iti va lumina Intreaga viatd.”.
Sa ne ajute Dumnezeu intru toate, si sd ne nvred-
niceascd pe noi toti sd fim partasi Impdratiei pe care
ne-a fagaduit-o noud tuturor.
Fratele Nichita Ikétis

Congresul Episcopiei ...

Cont. de la pag 23
fi obtinut, pentru o donatie benevold, de la Epscopiea
Ortodoxd Romdnd din America, PO Box 309, Grass
Lake, MI 49240-0185, atata timp cat se mai gédseste.
Importanta Evenimentului
La incheierea dineului, delegatii s-au reintors la
parohiile lor, purtind in inimd binecuvantdrile acestui
congres de neuitat din viata eparhiei noastre. Celor cre-
dinciosi, acest congres a re-afirmat prezentul si intdrit
increderea in viitor. Prin acest rezumat m-am straduit sa
ofer cititorului o firdma din binecuvantdrile si bucuriile
acestui eveniment eparhial. S ddm multumire Domnului
pentru toate, sd multumim Ierarhului nostru si lucratorilor
Episcopiei si sd nu uitdm sd ne rugdm pentru Biserica
noastrd si pentru cresterea Ortodoxiei In America!
Pr. Protopop Dr. Remus Grama
Catedrala Sfanta Maria, Cleveland, Ohio
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